
Did you know…the decade from 2005 
to 2014 has been declared the United 
Nations Decade of Education for Sustain-
able Development? This decade is at the 
heart of a global movement to advance 
sustainability through education and to 
achieve, in the words of Mahatma Gandhi, 

“Education for life; Education through 
life; Education throughout life.”
In the Credit River Watershed, the Water-
shed Learning Centre, located in Terra 
Cotta Conservation Area, offers programs 
that empower participants to protect our 
natural environment. 
These programs are offered every other 
Saturday throughout the year and deal 
with a range of topics for all ages. May 
programs included “Miraculous Migrants” 
featuring international birding expert 
Bridget Stutchbury, and “Native Flower 
Folklore”, a hands-on look at the deep 
connections between plants and human 
communities thoughout history.
Want to participate in an upcoming pro-
gram? Learn about the fascinating life 
cycle of butterflies, and explore the best 
butterfly habitats Terra Cotta has to offer. 
Or discover your creative side sketching 
the Terra Cotta landscape at a beginner’s 
art workshop. 

Look for the entire summer program 
calendar online at www.creditvalleyca.ca/
education. 

Terra Cotta 
Offers Landscapes 
for Learning

Building a 
Sustainable 
Future

continued page 2...

As a community-based environ-
mental organization, Credit Valley 
Conservation (CVC) is dedicated to 
conserving, restoring, developing 
and managing the natural resources 
in the Credit River Watershed to 
promote a healthy and sustainable 
lifestyle for present and future gen-
erations.

CVC has developed an extensive conservation 
program that deals with: water resources, pro-
tecting sensitive land, stewardship initiatives, 
managing natural heritage, and developing reg-
ulations/permits for land use. This conservation 
program strives to protect the natural resources 
in the watershed in balance with social and 
economic needs of its residents. An estimated 
750,000 people currently live in the 10 munici-
palities within the watershed. By 2020, urban 
development in this area is expected to double.

Low Impact 
Development
One of the key 
recommendations 
of the Credit River 
Water Management Strategy Update was that 
previous development and stormwater man-
agement practices were not sustainable over 
the long term. CVC is working with municipal-
ities, planners and the development community 
to promote strategies for implementing Low 
Impact Development (LID) to encourage more 
sustainable rainwater/stormwater management 
planning and design practices.
This year, CVC will continue to present 

“Making It Work Leaders in Action: Strategic 
Sustainability” workshops for municipal staff, 
developers, planners and professionals from 
both the private and public sector to provide 
examples and education on LID. Over the 
past few years, hundreds of participants have 
attended these workshops.

Landscapes 
for Learning

Education is a powerful tool for building an 
environmentally-healthy watershed. As the 
scientific authority for the watershed, CVC 
is an expert on local environmental issues. 
Sharing this knowledge with the community 
helps build public understanding of the water-
shed and promotes sustainable behaviours by 
increasing residents’ ecological literacy.
To have a permanent facility where CVC can 
promote ecological literacy through interactive 
learning, CVC recently opened the Watershed 
Learning Centre at Terra Cotta Conservation 
Area. The centre offers Landscapes for Learn-
ing, a series of public events, workshops and 
guided hikes on a range of environmental 

subjects. The conservation 
area also features active 
recreation programs such 
as fishing, hiking, snow 
shoeing and cross country 
skiing. 
CVC has initiated a new 
management plan for Terra 
Cotta Conservation Area 
that provides a balance 
between protection, appre-
ciation and recreation. 
The swimming pool has 

been replaced with an award-winning wetland, 
which is used as a learning tool to illustrate the 
importance of wetlands to visitors.
The Wolf Lake Project, which received some 
funding support from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, is now complete at Terra Cotta and 
there is a bypass channel around Wolf Lake, 
which helps with the restoration of a brook trout 
community in the conservation area.

The Importance of Stewardship 
Since the vast majority of land and water in the 
watershed is privately owned, building partner-
ships with residents and other stakeholders is 
key to long term protection of these resources. 
Through CVC’s Stewardship and Restoration 
Program, biologists, ecologists, foresters and 
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Sustainability (continued)

continued from page 1

Please take some time to read through Currents 
and learn more about the programs and ser-
vices CVC offers and how you can help. Visit 
our website at www.creditvalleyca.ca to learn 
more. 

CVC Chair & 
CAO’s Message

We are pleased to present the 2010 spring/sum-
mer edition of Currents. The theme of this edi-
tion is watershed sustainability.
Sustainability is essential to the long-term sur-
vival of the Credit River Watershed. A sustain-
able watershed necessitates balancing human 
land use and lifestyles to meet the needs of the 
present generation without compromising the 
needs of future generations. 
It is CVC’s responsibility to understand the 

natural resources that are contained within the 
Credit River Watershed and develop programs 
that identify, protect and restore these impor-
tant features. To accomplish this goal, CVC 
works in partnership with our municipal part-
ners, watershed residents, schools, the business 
community, non-government organizations 
and community agencies.
Through these many programs and activities, 
CVC leads and encourages our conservation 
partners to incorporate sustainable practices 
in their everyday activities. Every one of us 
has a responsibility to protect the environment. 
Sustainable practices don’t have to be difficult, 
but they do require a shift in attitude. Everyday 
activities, such as composting, reducing garden 
fertilizers and gardening with native plants, can 
have a positive impact. 
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FEEDBACK
Currents is published by the 
Credit Valley Conservation Authority

You can view the online edition at 
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We look forward to your feedback and 
would like to know what you think of 
Currents.

Send your questions or comments to 
cvc@creditvalleyca.ca

Message from Pat Mullin, Chair, 
and Rae Horst, CAO of CVC.

Note: All City 
of Mississauga 
Councillors are 
also Region of 
Peel Councillors

community outreach specialists work 
with landowners to restore the water-
shed’s natural environment through a 
variety of projects that focus on tree 
planting, education and wetland and 
stream restoration. 
This year, CVC’s foresters will plant 
more than 120,000 trees on private 
property through a partnership with 
Trees Ontario, the Region of Peel and 
Wellington County. High school stu-
dents participating in the Conservation 
Youth Corps (CYC) planting program 
are expected to plant another 10,000 
trees this summer.
In the urban areas of the watershed, CVC’s 
Urban Outreach Program promotes ecological 
landscaping through: education; site assis-
tance; and building partnerships with the resi-
dential community and corporate sector.

Natural Heritage Systems
Recognizing the importance of preserving 

About CVC

At CVC these programs include:
• Water resources;
• Land management and acquisition;
• Environmental advisory services (Planning);
• Conservation area management;
• Stewardship;
• Education; and,
• Natural heritage. 

CVC is one of 36 Conservation 
Authorities in Ontario, formed by 
the provincial government under 
the Conservation Authorities Act 
to ensure Ontario’s water, land and 
natural habitats are conserved, 
restored and responsibly managed 
through watershed-based programs. 

existing natural areas, CVC is working in 
collaboration with our municipal partners to 

identify a healthy, self-sustaining natural heri-
tage system. The objective of this project is to 
improve the quality and sustainability of key 
natural heritage features such as woodlands, 
wetlands, and streams in the watershed through 
the creation of a linked, connected system.

Water Monitoring
Human health is dependent on a healthy natu-

ral environment. Through CVC’s Integrated 
Watershed Monitoring Program, staff gathers 

data at 150 monitoring stations to evalu-
ate the watershed’s health and assess the 
effectiveness of management strategies. 
In 2005, CVC published its first Water-
shed Report Card based on five years 
of data. The second report card will be 
released later this year based on 10 years 
of data, providing a comprehensive 
analysis of the Credit River Watershed.

What Can You Do to Help?
Conservation and sustainability go 
hand-in-hand. There are many ways 
people can get involved with projects to 
promote conservation and support sus-

tainable activities. CVC offers a variety of vol-
unteer opportunities. Visit our website at www.
creditvalleyca.ca/bulletin/volunteer.htm to find 
out more. If you want to learn more about the 
watershed, why not attend one of CVC’s events, 
workshops or guided hikes. Or, you can go out-
side and enjoy the unique experience that can 
only be found in a conservation area.

CVC is governed by a 12-member Board of 
Directors who are appointed by CVC’s munici-
pal partners within the Credit River Watershed, 
with representation based on population of the 
municipality within the watershed.
Board meetings are held every month (except 
for August) at CVC’s administrative office at 
1255 Old Derry Road and are open to the pub-
lic. To view the agenda and minutes of board 
meetings, please visit CVC’s website at www.
creditvalleyca.ca.
Approximately three quarters (76 per cent) of 
CVC’s funding comes from the member munici-
palities: Region of Halton, Region of Peel, City 
of Brampton, City of Mississauga, Town of 
Caledon, Town of Erin, Town of Halton Hills, 
Town of Mono, Town of Oakville, Town of 
Orangeville, Township of Amaranth and Town-
ship of East Garafraxa.
Another 17 per cent of CVC’s funding is gener-
ated through user fees for facilities and services 
including: naturalization services, conservation 

area fees, regulation fees, plan review fees, 
general development inquiry fees, donations 
and property rentals. The remaining seven per 
cent of CVC’s funds come from the Province 
of Ontario for flood and erosion control and for 
specific studies.
The Credit Valley Conservation Foundation is an 
independent organization with a separate Board 
of Directors that raises funds for CVC.
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permeable paving (which allows water to infil-
trate), green roofs and curb-side catchments 
(which help capture and redirect stormwater), 
are some examples of LID approaches that 
work. Ultimately, it’s about creating healthier, 
liveable communities.
CVC is a leader in LID in North America and is 
working with local municipalities and area resi-
dents to make LID a reality. We invite individu-
als to take part in this exciting trend and to try 
some simple approaches, such as rain gardens, 
to reduce flooding and beautify their home 

landscape. To learn more about 
ecological landscaping, CVC 
offers a series of free workshops 
entitled “Your Green Yard – Dis-
cover the Possibilities” through-
out the watershed. For more 

information, call 1-800-668-5557, ext. 221, or 
visit www.creditvalleyca.ca/bulletin/events.htm 
for the workshop nearest you. For more infor-
mation about Low Impact Development, please 
visit www.creditvalleyca.ca/sustainability.

A New Watershed Report 
Card is Coming Soon

Every person and business in the watershed 
has an impact on the watershed’s resources. To 
understand how our actions and management 
decisions affect the health of the watershed, 
CVC staff regularly collect information on 
environmental resources through monitoring.
Monitoring at CVC involves observing, mea-
suring and keeping track of information related 
to groundwater, including how much and how 
clean it is; the amount of water in our streams; 
the shape and size of a watercourse; water qual-
ity; stream invertebrates; fish communities; 
and plant and animal communities in forests 
and wetlands. Staff also collect information on 
land use and climate to help understand how 
these factors relate to the monitoring informa-
tion that is collected.

Having completed 10 years of monitoring, 
CVC is working on a Watershed Report Card 
that will help answer questions such as:
• How healthy is the watershed?
• What effect are we having on the watershed?
• How have conditions changed over the past 

10 years?

So what will CVC do with the answers to these 
questions? These answers will help guide 
sound decisions when it comes to managing 
the resources of the watershed. By making 
a connection between our past management 
decisions and the state of environmental 
resources, CVC can better plan for a healthy 
watershed. Watch for the Watershed Report 
Card later this year.

Whether you live in the city or in the 
country, you are part of the com-
munity that makes up the Credit 
River Watershed, the 1,000 square-
kilometres of land that drains to the 
Credit River.

Revitalizing Urban Areas
There is a direct connection between our health and well being and the health 
of the environment. We all depend on clean water and air, habitats for wildlife, 
viable farm lands and places for enjoyment and recreation.

Natural areas with forests, valleys, lakes and 
streams help rain and melted snow, collectively 
called stormwater, move through the environ-
ment in a natural process called the hydrologic 
cycle. Stormwater that does not enter the 
ground, but flows over roads, driveways, walk-
ways and other hard services in urban areas 
can cause flooding, damaging our homes and 
our natural environment. As stormwater moves 
over land, it often picks up pollutants such as 
fertilizers, motor oil and road salt and carries 
them to our lakes, rivers and streams. When 
natural functions are compro-
mised, it can harm our environ-
ment and undermine the health 
of our neighbourhoods.

Creating healthier spaces
Low Impact Development (LID) is a new 
and innovative approach to revitalizing urban 
areas. LID involves protecting and restoring 
natural functions and using recent technology 
to reduce stormwater runoff. Rain gardens, 

A smashing success, the event officially her-
alded Terra Cotta CA as the new Centre for 
Environmental Learning, which now after 
many dormant years, offers visitors enhanced 
educational and recreational opportunities like: 

cross country and snow shoe rentals; free and 
interesting workshops; and many kilometres of 
maintained hiking trails.
The redevelopment of Terra Cotta CA has been 
based on a vision for the conservation area 

The Grand Re-Opening of 
Terra Cotta Conservation Area: 
Moving Towards Sustainability
More than 1,000 people celebrated the Grand Re-Opening of Terra Cotta 
Conservation Area (CA) on a warm and sunny spring day on April 11 by 
enjoying a pancake breakfast, and many fun and educational activities from 
newly renovated facilities nestled in the conservation area’s beautiful natu-
ral surroundings.

which is driven by principles of conservation 
first and sustainability. 
One of the most dramatic and dynamic changes 
to occur over the years at Terra Cotta CA has 
been the conversion of the large concrete 
swimming pool into a fully functioning, award 
winning and provincially significant wetland. 

Many older visitors to the area may remem-
ber the one-acre swimming pool. The site has 
served as a barometer of prevailing societal 
attitudes toward natural resources. The area 
was first developed based on industry and con-
sumption (originally a quarry), then operated 
for recreation and intensive use (pond and pool 
for swimming). The area is now an engineered 
wetland based on an approach concerned with 
conservation in the face of dwindling and 
degrading local natural areas.
This element of sustainability has also been 
incorporated into the adaptive reuse of existing 
buildings on site. For example, the old conces-
sion building, which used to serve hot dogs and 
fried foods to hungry swimmers, has been ren-

ovated and renewed as the Visitors Welcome 
Centre, serving now as the hub of conservation 
area activity.
Visitors from decades ago may also remember 
the extensive campgrounds that passed through 
and overran the lower vegetation in the forest. 
These sites have been carefully rehabilitated 

as nature reclaims its 
health in these once over-
used locations. Now, low 
impact hiking trails travel 
through the same area giv-
ing visitors a natural and 
serene experience.  
All of these important 
changes towards sustain-
ability have contributed 
to new types of recreation 

and enjoyment of the natural environment. 
Future generations will now also have the 
chance to enjoy the natural splendour found at 
Terra Cotta CA. Terra Cotta CA is located at 
14452 Winston Churchill Blvd., a few kilome-
tres north of the Village of Terra Cotta. Visit 
www.ourcredit.ca for more information.

“Low Impact Development is 
about taking practical steps 
to improve conditions even in 
areas that have been built up 
for decades.” says Christine 
Zimmer, Senior Water 
Resources Engineer, CVC.
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Vernal pools are seasonal ponds – filled with water from excess runoff and 
snowmelt in the spring but drying up by summer.

Vernal Pools and the 
Importance of Temporary 
Habitats

The objective of this project is to improve the 
quality and sustainability of key natural heri-
tage features such as woodlands, wetlands, and 
streams in the watershed through creation of a 
linked, connected system.
Strategically placed linkages enhance connec-
tivity of the system so that species can move 
freely among features to carry out their life 
cycles and contribute to healthy ecosystem 
function. The diversity of species plays a key 
role in providing benefits such as clean air and 
water, nutrient cycling, stream flow modera-
tion, pollination, and natural pest management. 
When features are isolated or of inadequate 
size or extent, they tend to deteriorate in quality 

With the arrival of spring, we can all appreciate the benefits of a low mainte-
nance garden. Leafy trees and hardy perennials make gardening easier and 
less costly in the long term. To achieve similar goals of efficiency and eco-
system health, CVC is working in collaboration with our municipal partners 
to identify a healthy, self-sustaining natural heritage system. 

Creating a Healthy, 
Self-Sustaining Natural 
Heritage System for the Credit 
River Watershed

over time and require increased maintenance to 
keep them healthy.
Self-sustaining natural heritage systems can 
also help us adapt to anticipated climate change 
impacts such as increased risk of extreme 
weather events.
 “We need to start thinking of the environ-
ment as infrastructure for [climate change] 
adaptation as well. Healthy and intact river 
basins, wetlands and floodplains make us less 
vulnerable to climate change. Lowering risk is 
a good reason for investing in watersheds and 
the environment,” says Dr. Mark Smith, Head 
of the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Water Programme.

Vernal pools present a challenge for aquatic 
species because cool and wet aquatic habitat 
changes to hot and dry, and then over winter, 
to frozen conditions. They pose an ecological 
paradox. How could something so temporary 
contribute to sustainability in the ecosystem? 
What species could tolerate such a place?  
Nature is up for the challenge. Not only can 
some species tolerate living in vernal pools, but 
they thrive in them. Fish cannot survive in tem-
porary water bodies, so vernal pools provide a 
refuge from fish predators. 
If a species can adapt to 
the temporary nature of 
vernal pools, it can exist 
in relative peace, free from 
the threat of major preda-
tors present in permanent 
water bodies.
One vernal pool-inhabiting 
strategy, demonstrated by 
fairy shrimp which are 
completely aquatic, is to 
complete the life cycle 
very quickly. Fairy shrimp 
hatch from over-wintered 
eggs, grow to maturity, 
mate and produce more 
eggs, in just a few months 
before the pool dries up. 
Fairy shrimp eggs are 
resistant to drying, heat 
and freezing and can lay dormant on the 
exposed bottom of the dried up vernal pool 
until it is flooded again the next spring.
Another strategy is for a species to use the pool 
for only the most vulnerable part of its life cycle, 
leaving the pool when it dries. Wood frogs are 

mostly terrestrial, living in forests away from 
water. Like all frogs, they must lay their eggs 
in water, so in the spring they migrate to vernal 
pools, mate and lay eggs. The eggs hatch to 
tadpole larvae and live and grow in the pool for 
several months, then lose their gills and tails 
and develop lungs and legs, allowing them to 
escape to dry land, hopefully before the pool 
has dried.  
Even though they are temporary, vernal pools 
sustain biodiversity because their wet/dry 

cycle repeats each year. They shelter species 
that might otherwise not be able to survive in 
the face of greater competition and predation 

– species that have developed special survival 
skills.
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Invasive species are most often non-native species that out-compete native 
species for food, resources and space. They prefer disturbed areas, repro-
duce rapidly and lack natural predators.

Have You Heard About 
Invasive Species?

Why are they a problem?
Invasive species impact natural areas by reduc-
ing or eliminating native species, spreading 
disease, contributing to erosion or flooding 
and altering food chains. They can also cre-
ate major challenges and significant costs to 
forestry, agriculture and fishing industries. The 
damage resulting from invasive pests on Cana-
dian agriculture crops and forestry alone is an 
estimated $7.5 billion annually. 

Spotlight on Giant hogweed 
(Heracleum mantegazzianum)
This highly invasive garden ornamental plant 
is receiving a lot of media attention because of 
the health risk to humans. It can cause severe 
irritation or blindness if the sap comes in con-
tact with skin or eyes that are later exposed 
to the sun. Therefore do not touch this plant. 

If touched by accident, wash immediately in 
cool, soapy water and do not expose the area 
to sunlight.

Don’t be fooled by these look-a-likes
Giant hogweed has a purple spotted hairy stem, 
sharp pointed lobed leaves, and small white 
flowers in umbrella-shaped clusters. It grows 
more than two metres tall.
Cow parsnip has a hairless grooved stem, not 
as deeply cut lobed leaves, and the flowers 
form flat-topped clusters.
Purple-stemmed Angelica has a hairless purple 
stem, smaller more divided leaves and the 
flowers form spherical clusters.
For more information please visit CVC online 
at www.creditvalleyca.ca/invasives or contact 
us at 905-670-1615.

Want to find out how to enhance your property, help protect the environment 
and save money in the process? CVC and Trees Ontario are partnering with 
the Region of Peel on a major initiative to plant trees on private property.

CVC Offers Tree Planting 
Service for Private Landowners

This partnership is designed to significantly 
increase new tree planting projects in the 
Region of Peel and Credit River Watershed. To 
qualify, residents must own at least two acres 
of land in the watershed. The trees are grown 
for their naturalization qualities and are avail-
able in a variety of sizes, ranging from seed-
lings through to bare root tall stock. Through 
subsidies, private landowners can save 75 per 
cent of the cost of CVC tree planting services.
The benefits of planting trees are numerous. 
Trees decrease energy costs; reduce green-
house gases; enlarge existing woodlots and 
reforest poor farmlands. Trees also provide 
shade in summer and increase wildlife habitat 
while improving outdoor recreation opportuni-
ties. Reforestation is also a way to retire fragile 
land, decrease erosion and reduce the number 
of invasive plant species.

Since 1954, CVC has been working with 
residents helping them to achieve their envi-
ronmental goals and make their property more 
attractive by planting trees. Staff can develop 
a planting plan for a landowner’s property and 
provide appropriate trees from the correct seed 
zone. Experienced CVC staff can help to ensure 
trees are properly stored, handled and planted. 
Residents who want to plant their own trees can 
place their order and pick the trees up at CVC’s 
nursery at Terra Cotta Conservation Area.
For information, contact CVC Forester Zoltan 
Kovacs at 905-702-5201 or Brian Boyd, CVC 
Forestry Planting Project Coordinator, at 905-
702-8041, or visit www.creditvalleyca.ca/pro-
gramsandservices/forestry.htm.

Winter in theWatershed
Congratulations to Glen Titanic 
of Mississauga who sent in this 
beautiful photo of the Credit 
River in Norval Ontario. Glen 
will receive an “Our Credit” 
membership to enter CVC’s 
conservation areas. CVC would 
like to thank all of those who 
sent in their photos of their win-
ter wonderlands.

CVC PHOTO CONTEST WINNER
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Giant hogweed

Purple-stemmed Angelica

Cow parsnip

Order NOw
Minimum 2 Acres of Land required

Credit Valley Conservation’s 

Tree Planting Service

Save up to 75% or more 
on the cost of CVC’s tree planting services.
Minimum planting requirements apply.

EnlargE 
your woodlot

FIgHT 
ClIMAtE 
CHANGE

aTTracT 
MorE wIldlIfE

proTEcT 
GrouNdwAtEr 
SupplIES

As a landowner in the Credit River Watershed, 
you may be eligible to participate in our Private 
Landowner Tree Planting Service.

Credit Valley Conservation’s (CVC) experienced 
staff will assist qualified landowners in 
restoring and improving their property and 
community by supplying and planting trees, 
shrubs, and seedlings.  

Landowners in the Credit River Watershed 
who participate in CVC’s program may also 

be eligible for planting cost subsidies.

For More Information
or to arrange a site visit, contact:

(905) 702-5201 or (905) 702-8041

forestry@creditvalleyca.ca

www.creditvalleyca.ca



Volunteers 
Help Restore 
Rattray Marsh

Community volunteers and high school partici-
pants from CVC’s Conservation Youth Corps 
(CYC) have focused on keeping the most pris-
tine areas clear of these and other invasives that 
are threatening the ecological integrity of the 
marsh.

“In 2008 and 2009, high school volunteers spent 
a total of three weeks working on getting inva-
sive plants under control and planting native 
shrubs and wildflowers at these sites,” said 
Shawn Verge, CYC coordinator.
In total, more than 500 bags of invasive plants 
were removed from Rattray Marsh clearing four 
hectares of land in 2008 and 2009. Large tarps 

Invasive wetland grass (also known 
as Phragmites), Buckthorn, and 
Garlic mustard are losing ground 
thanks to the hundreds of people 
who volunteer to maintain Rattray 
Marsh Conservation Area. 

were used in some areas to smother expanding 
patches of invasive plants. Once under control, 
CVC worked with volunteers to replace these 
non-native invasive species with other plants 
to reduce the chances of reoccurrence.  
To build a supply of native plants, local area 
neighbours have come together with CVC staff 
to grow native plants that will be reintroduced 
into Rattray Marsh in coming years. Rattray 
Marsh Protection Association Chair Jean Wil-
liams is one of the seed collectors and growers 
in the plant propagation program. By growing 
and reintroducing native plants cultivated from 
seeds collected on the property, the unique 
genetics of the marsh’s plants can be preserved 
and the biodiversity of this special place pro-
tected.  
In the coming years, volunteers will continue 
to remove unwanted plants and replace them 
with native wildflowers, shrubs and trees. 
These are only some of the many restoration 
projects aimed at preserving Rattray Marsh.  
CVC staff and volunteers continue to work to 
exclude carp from the marsh, bio-engineer the 
banks of Sheridan Creek to control erosion and 
other measures to protect and improve fish and 
other habitats throughout the marsh.
Community members can join the fight to pro-
tect Rattray Marsh. For more information check 
the CVC website at www.creditvalleyca.ca.

Get Involved With CYC

High school students can get involved in 
removing invasive plants and other proj-
ects by volunteering with the Conservation 
Youth Corps. Information and applications 
are available at www.creditvalleyca.ca/cyc. 
Participants volunteer for one full week of 
summer and are eligible for up to 35 vol-
unteer hours.

Saving Sheridan Creek

Prior to entering Rattray Marsh, Sheridan 
Creek flows adjacent to an elevated board-
walk for a 60 metre reach. Over a number 
of years, the creek bank adjacent to the 
boardwalk has eroded, jeopardizing the 
boardwalk’s structure.
Through input from CVC staff, the Rattray 
Marsh Protection Association, the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, a solution was designed to 
provide physical, structural protection for 
the boardwalk while providing additional 
fish habitat enhancements in the creek. 
This protection consisted of cedar log cribs 
planted densely with Willow and Red osier 
dogwood cuttings. To further deflect flows 
and enhance fish habitat, recycled Christ-
mas trees were added to the outside face of 
the cribs. The project was implemented by 
CVC staff and students from the Conserva-
tion Youth Corps Program. 

Youth Awards 
Point to a 
Bright Future

The award winners, all residents of the Credit 
River Watershed, are Sophia Zamaria, a high 
school student from Orangeville District High 
School, and University of Toronto Mississauga 
students Tooba Shakeel, Angie Sanchez and 
James Boutilier.
The Young Conservationist Awards recognize 
youth under 25 years of age who have made 
a significant contribution to the health of the 
Credit River. Shakeel and Sanchez are co-pres-
idents of UTM student environmental group 
Campus Roots, and Boutilier is a member. 
Much of the work Campus Roots does involves 

Four young people received a Young 
Conservationist Award for their 
efforts to protect the Credit River 
and promote ecological sustainabil-
ity when CVC presented its Friends 
of the Credit Awards on March 27. 

the Credit River and surrounding area. The 
students say they want to “be with, take care 
of and learn from our Mother Earth” and to 
accomplish this goal they organize fun, interac-
tive events that build passion in their partici-
pants. Some of the events included plantings, 
nature hikes, litter pickups, and bike tours. 
These four young conservationists show con-
siderable promise and CVC looks forward to 
the work they tackle in the future.

Awards are 
a CVC Tradition

For more than 20 years, CVC has 
presented awards to individuals, land-
owners, community groups, small 
businesses, corporations, municipalities, 
and agencies that have made a signifi-
cant contribution to managing natural 
resources in the Credit River Watershed. 
Nominations for Conservation Awards 
are collected year-round and this year 
the deadline is Dec. 1, 2010. The full 
list of this year’s Conservation Award 
winners is available from the website at 
www.creditvalleyca.ca.
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Niagara Escarpment Lake Ontario Shoreline

Oak Ridges Moraine

What is a watershed?

Credit River Valley

A watershed (or drainage basin) is an area of land that drains into a stream, 
river, lake or ocean. All land on earth can be divided into watersheds. Smaller 
watersheds (or sub-watersheds) often drain into larger watersheds. Most 
watersheds eventually drain into an ocean. 
The watershed is an important concept for understanding and managing the 
environment. The health of a river is directly connected to the health of the 
land in its watershed. The health of lands and waters downstream depend on 
the lands and waters upstream.
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The Foundation recognizes that as the human population in the watershed increases there is a need 
for more protected natural areas to allow for sustainable recreation, education and appreciating the 
natural environment. As such, the Foundation creates Landscapes for Life by focusing our fundrais-
ing efforts on the following:
• Restoration and rehabilitation programs
• Environmental education programs
• Trail development and ecologically sustainable recreation programs
• Land acquisition and protecting environmentally significant lands

The Foundation’s priorities in 2010 are raising funds in support of the following:

Island Lake Community Trails Project
Our Vision: To support CVC in its goal of constructing a walking and cycling trail around the 
perimeter of Island Lake that will link with trail networks that are planned or existing in Orangeville, 
Caledon and Mono. Our 2010 fundraising goal is $200,000.

Conservation Youth Corps (CYC)
Our Vision: To provide CVC with significant financial support on an annual basis, to ensure sustain-
ability and continued growth of the Conservation Youth Corps Program. Our 2010 fundraising goal 
is $150,000.

Terra Cotta Centre for Environmental Learning
Our Vision: Terra Cotta Conservation Area will be transformed into the Terra Cotta Centre for 
Environmental Learning, an invaluable environmental education resource for local residents and 
park visitors. Our 2010 fundraising goal is $50,000.

Landscapes for Life Endowment Fund
Our Vision: To provide CVC with significant and stable financial support on an annual basis by 
protecting the capital of our investment and expending the income generated from interest. The 
capital will be held in perpetuity. Our 2010 fundraising goal is $25,000.

Rattray Marsh Living Discovery Centre
Our Vision: Rattray Marsh Conservation Area will be transformed into the Rattray Marsh Living 
Discovery Centre, an outdoor living classroom and valuable environmental resource for local resi-
dents and visitors. Our 2010 fundraising goal is $5,000.

Five Ways the Foundation is 
Protecting What is Important to You

Calling All Anglers
The Friends of Island Lake Second 
Annual Fishing Tournament and 
Family Camping Weekend will take 
place on July 10 and 11 at Island Lake 
Conservation Area. There will be 
$4,500 in cash prizes awarded. The 
entry fee is $30 for one day fishing, 
$50 for two days fishing and $25 for 
one night camping or $40 for two 
nights camping. A fishing licence is 
not required on July 10 and 11 thanks 
to the Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) Family Fishing Weekend. 
All proceeds will support the Island 
Lake Community Trails Campaign. 
To register, please call 905-670-1615, 
ext. 418

CONTACT THE FOUNDATION
To make a donation or for more information on the 
Credit Valley Conservation Foundation, please contact:

Sharlene Hardwar, Acting Executive Director 
905-670-1615 ext. 247 or shardwar@creditvalleyca.ca

Visit the CVC Foundation at www.landscapesforlife.ca

CVC Foundation Board of Directors

Marolyn Morrison - Chair

Jim Muscat - Vice Chair

Rae Horst - Secretary Treasurer

Ron Bianchi

Ellen McGregor

Pat Mullin

Bob Shirley

Mike Warrian

Jean Williams

As a registered charity, the Credit Valley Conservation Foundation 
assists Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) with the daunting task of 
environmental protection by raising funds for conservation projects 
carried out by CVC.  These valuable conservation projects protect 
the health and well-being of the flora and fauna, the watershed and 
its inhabitants for today and tomorrow.
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