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About the Strategy Update

Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) published its 
Strategic Plan in 2006. Chair Pat Mullin said the 
Plan highlighted pressures facing the Credit River 
Watershed and set out a course and direction for 
collaborative action to address them. The 2006 Plan 
comprehensively identified and analyzed watershed 
issues, such as water quality & quantity, and ordered 
them according to their importance. These priority 
issues, and their identified strategies and tactics, 
formed the basis of CVC’s implementation plan for the 
2007 fiscal year.

The 2008 Update is meant to be read in conjunction 
with the 2006 Strategic Plan; it provides both a 
summary and update of the full plan.   

Prior to 2007, CVC believed it was largely dealing 
with almost 30 environmental issues resulting from 
urban growth, agriculture, water taking and aggregate 
extraction. In 2007, the United Nations International 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) announced the 
scientific verification of anthropogenic induced climate 
change and the pressing need to address this global 
issue.  The exacerbating effects of climate change on 
the quality of an already stressed regional environment, 
necessitates the elevation in priority of this issue.  
CVC’s strategy and action plans should increasingly 
reflect the vital work that must be done to mitigate and 
adapt to the effects of climate change in the Credit 
River Watershed.

As such, this Update to the 2006 Strategic Plan 
ties together CVC’s comprehensive approaches to 
climate change and the new dynamic it has added 
to traditional environmental issues arising out of 
alterations to the watershed landscape from human 
land use practices.

The 30 environmental issues identified in 2006 
were weighted in importance according to a set of 
criteria (Table 1.5.1; 2006 Strategic Plan).  The issues 
were further grouped according to three categories 
of priority with “1” being the most important to 
undertake.  The headings in the 2006 Strategic Plan 
reflect these levels of priority for implementation.  
Since 2006, the following issues have been elevated 
to priority 1:  climate change, soil quality and quantity, 
pesticides, and Great Lakes and shoreline.  Climate 
change has been elevated to a comprehensive climate 
change strategy.   Remaining at lower priority levels are 
landform conservation; cultural heritage management; 
wildlife harvesting and hunting; and fisheries genetics, 
stocking and harvesting.

The high priority of climate change mitigation and 
adaptation has meant that CVC has been able to 
access new resources to implement environmental 
improvements on-the-ground. Fifteen strategies were 
identified to deal with the issues described in the 2006 
Strategic Plan. Of these, the climate change strategy, 
the watershed restoration strategy, the partnership 
strategy and the education strategy including public 
relations are becoming more comprehensive.  In 
addition we are developing a sixteenth strategy – a 
watershed sustainability strategy.

The 2008 Update, in addition to reflecting more 
comprehensive strategies in some areas, restates 
organization goals and objectives for partners and 
staff as well as generally describes CVC’s role in 
relationship to other government agencies within the 
Credit River Watershed. 

It is our hope that through this Update, staff and 
municipal and regional partners will be well informed 
of CVC’s priorities and future direction as it faces new 
and dynamic challenges to long standing issues.
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About the Credit Valley Conservation Authority

Credit Valley Conservation is an environmental agency 
working on behalf of the regional and municipal 
governments with jurisdiction in the Credit River 
Watershed. CVC was established in 1954 through 
the Conservation Authorities Act of the Province 
of Ontario. It is dedicated to the conservation, 
restoration, development and management of the 
natural resources in the Credit River Watershed (R.S.O. 
1990, c. C.27, s. 20). To accomplish this important 
legislated mandate, the Act sets out powers (R.S.O. 
1990, c. C. 27 s. 21) for the Authority to undertake 
programs that ensure responsible management of 
the natural resources in the Watershed - water, land, 
plants, animals and their habitats - excluding gas, oil 
and minerals. CVC is governed by a Board of Directors 
whose members are appointed by regional and 
municipal councils based on population size. 

The Credit River Watershed is a 1000 km2 area of 
urban and rural landscapes drained by 90 km of the 
main Credit River and over 1,500 km of tributaries. 
Within the Credit River Watershed you uniquely find 
the conjunction of the Niagara Escarpment (a World 
Biosphere Reserve) and the provincially significant 
Oak Ridges Moraine (and other significant geological 
features such as the Horseshoe Moraine, Paris 
Moraine, Peel Plain, Guelph Drumlin Field, and the 
Hillsburgh Sandhillls), as well as the Lake Ontario 
shoreline and one of the last remaining Great Lakes 
coastal wetlands. The height of land that forms its 
headwaters is also a source for the Humber, Grand 
and Nottawasaga Rivers. The watershed is currently 
home to over 750,000 residents with the area under 
urban development expected to double by 2020. A 
large population of wildlife lives in the watershed on 
a permanent or seasonal basis and includes over 
1330 species of plants, 240 species of birds, 64 
species of fish, 41 species of mammals, 17 species 
of amphibians, 8 species of snakes, and 5 species of 
turtles.

The urban areas of the Watershed include parts of 
the Cities of Mississauga and Brampton and the Town 
of Oakville. The rural and urbanizing areas include 
parts of the Towns of Caledon and Halton Hills. The 
headwaters are located in the Towns of Erin, Mono 
and Orangeville and the Townships of East Garafraxa 
and Amaranth. These municipalities and the Regions 
of Peel and Halton together provide about 76% of 
CVC’s financial support with Peel providing 92% of all 
municipal funding. The Province of Ontario transfers 
about 7% primarily dedicated to flood and erosion 
control work. The remaining 17% is generated by CVC 

through user fees, services and donations.  

Within the legislatively mandated scope of 
responsibility, CVC’s program of conservation is 
diverse; as an organization CVC:

Is responsible for developing and maintaining 
programs that control the flow of surface waters to 
prevent or reduce the adverse effects of floods and 
pollution and to protect life and property;

Contributes to municipal planning processes that 
help maintain secure supplies of clean water and 
protect communities from flooding;

Provides plan review and administers development 
permits;

Secures land for the long term protection of water 
quality and quantity, and species at risk and their 
habitats;

Provides opportunities for the public to learn about, 
respect and enjoy Ontario’s natural environment on 
lands it owns or manages;

Collaborates with stewardship partners to rehabilitate 
degraded ecosystems;

Studies natural heritage features and conducts 
aquatic and terrestrial monitoring programs to 
guide best management practices and conservation 
programs; and

Studies and monitors water quality, water quantity 
and environmental quality generally.

With over 50 years of experience in environmental 
protection and conservation, CVC is proud of the 
knowledge and expertise it provides in watershed 
management. About 120 environmental professionals 
- biologists, ecologists, hydrologists, hydrogeologists, 
engineers, planners, land managers, superintendents, 
GIS technicians, and more - integrate their skills and 
talents to serve as a provincial/municipal partnership 
and the environmental arm of local government 
charged with balancing the human, environmental and 
economic needs of their respective communities in the 
Credit River Watershed.   

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Mandate

CVC’s Mandate originates from section 20 of the 
Conservation Authorities Act (R.S.O. 1990, c. C.27) 
which states that a Conservation Authority is to:

“establish and undertake, in the area over which 
it has jurisdiction, a program designed to further 
the conservation, restoration, development and 
management of natural resources other than gas, oil, 
coal and minerals.”

This means (as expounded in Section 21) that CVC, 
as the Conservation Authority for the Credit River 
Watershed, is to understand the natural character 
of the watershed and embark on a program of 
conservation which includes: 

development regulations and permitting;

oversight of water resources;

ownership of sensitive land for protection, 
appreciation and recreation where compatible;

stewardship initiatives with residents and landowners; 
and

oversight of natural heritage.

•

•

•

•

•

Goals

CVC’s program of conservation is addressed through 
five major Goals:

Water Quantity 
To manage the hydrological system of the Credit 
River Watershed in a manner that emulates natural 
processes while recognizing human needs.

Water Quality 
To protect and enhance the quality of surface and 
subsurface water for environmental and human uses.

Terrestrial and Aquatic Species, Communities and 
Ecosystems 
To protect, enhance and restore the ecological integrity 
of the Credit River Watershed’s natural features, 
functions and systems.

Natural Hazards 
To protect public safety and minimize property damage 
from natural hazards including flooding, erosion, 
wetlands and dynamic beaches.

Social and Economic 
To promote the social and economic health of the 
community through effective watershed management.

Our Vision

“An environmentally healthy Credit River Watershed for 
present and future generations”
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CVC’s Core Operating Principles

We recognize the inextricable link between human 
health and the natural environment.

We maintain a watershed-scale perspective and 
consider implications of cumulative actions on the 
watershed as a whole.

We recognize that healthy communities require a 
sustainable balance between economic, social and 
environmental priorities, interests and uses.

We take a preventative, proactive and integrative 
approach to watershed management based on the 
principles of adaptive management. Where there is 
uncertainty, risk or irreversibility we are cautious and 
will err on the side of protecting the environment.

We make decisions and take actions based on our 
accumulated knowledge, skills and experience. We 
work to continually improve our understanding of the 
watershed and how it functions.

•

•

•

•

•

We subscribe to the belief that protection and 
restoration of watershed health is a broadly shared 
responsibility. We implement watershed management 
by working with partners and engage clients around 
shared interests and objectives. We strive for 
excellence in those relationships.

We pursue practical approaches to the management 
of water, other natural resources and natural heritage 
based on the application of sound science, creativity 
and innovation.

We promote ecologically sustainable development 
designs, practices, lifestyles and behaviour within 
urban and rural communities.

We ensure that CVC’s conservation areas are 
primarily managed for natural heritage protection, 
secondarily for appreciation, and thirdly for recreation 
opportunities. 

We have an important role in climate change 
mitigation and adaptation in the Credit River 
Watershed.

•

•

•

•

•
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The 2006 Strategic Plan established a list of issues and prioritized them in three categories according to their 
importance, urgency and alignment with CVC’s mandate. Since that time, and as a result of current environmental 
imperatives, the priority of several issues has been increased.  Climate change, energy conservation, air pollution, 
waste reduction and agricultural protection were originally identified as priority “3”.  The lower priority resulted 
not because they are environmentally less important but because either CVC lacked expertise or resources to 
address them or they were the mandate of other agencies. Energy conservation, waste reduction and agricultural 
protection have been elevated to priority one because of their relevance to climate change but CVC will not take 
the lead on these issues. CVC’s new priority list is below.

(Note: For a comparison see the 2006 Strategic Plan)

Accelerated Priorities

1 Climate Change

1 Drought and Flooding

1 Lack of Adequate Development Standards

1 Deteriorating Urban Environment

1 Impervious Surfaces

1 Natural Hazards (CVC Regulations)

1 Sediment and Erosion

1 Dams: Liability & Environmental Impact

1 Prohibited Use

1 Loss of Habitat & Need for Protected Spaces

1 Water Supply

1 Neighbourhood & Development Pressures

1 Disease and Pests

1 Biodiversity

1 Energy Conservation

1 Waste Reduction

1 Fragmentation, Corridors & Connectivity

1 Spills

1 Rural Pollution

1 Septic Systems and Municipal Servicing

1 Species at Risk

1 Invasive Species

1 Aggregate Extraction

1 Agricultural Land Protection

1 Soil Quality & Quantity

1 Air Pollution

1 Pesticides

1 Great Lakes and Shoreline

2 Fisheries: Genetics, Stocking and Harvesting

2 Wildlife Harvesting / Hunting

2 Landform Conservation

3 Cultural Heritage Management
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Realizing the CVC Vision

Realizing the CVC Vision of “an environmentally 
healthy Credit River Watershed for present and future 
generations” requires significant progress in achieving 
our main goals in the present context. This means 
tackling watershed issues through the most effective 
means and using CVC’s strengths and position. 

Issues like climate change bring with it many elements 
which negatively affect the Credit River Watershed, 
and CVC has the responsibility and capability to 
fight climate change issues relative to the CVC 
mandate through innovative mitigation and adaptation 
techniques. In fact much of CVC’s responsibilities 
and the environmental issues identified in the 2006 
Strategic Plan will be impacted or exacerbated by 
climate change.

Each of the priority environmental issues will be 
addressed in one or several of CVC’s key strategies.  
These strategies will guide and direct the work of 
this organization. The “Tactics” identified in the 
2006 Strategic Plan continue to be relevant. The 15 
strategies identified in 2006 are: 

Groundwater 

Water Management Implementation

Lake Ontario

Climate Change

Water Quality

Natural Heritage 

Watershed Restoration

Planning and Regulation

Monitoring

Greenland Securement

Land Management and Conservation Areas

Education

Partnerships

CVC Human and Financial Resources 

Energy Conservation, Waste Reduction and Air 
Quality

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

However, the Climate Change; Watershed 
Restoration; Education and Public Outreach; and 
Building Community Partnerships strategies have 
become more comprehensive and enhanced since 
2006 necessitating a strategic plan update. The 
Watershed Sustainability strategy is new.

Enhanced and New Strategies since 2006

Responding to Climate Change

Watershed Restoration

Education and Public Outreach

Building Community Partnerships

Watershed Sustainability



The Credit Valley Conservation 2008 Strategic Plan
8

1. Responding to Climate Change

One of the key reasons for priority and strategy 
enhancements is to better face troubling realities and 
the major issue which dominates this new context 
- climate change. The United Nation’s International 
Panel on Climate Change states that global climate 
change is very real, certainly anthropogenic, and 
potentially disastrous in its unmitigated effects. This 
makes climate change impossible now to ignore. 
Indeed, the prevalence of the issue and its political, 
social, economic, and even moral dimensions speak 
to the fact that climate change is one of the most 
important issues of our time.

The changes in climate brought on by global 
warming will manifest themselves locally in a variety 
of harmful ways. As current models predict, climate 
change will increasingly have severe local impacts on 
Credit River Watershed communities (Mississauga, 
Brampton, Caledon, Orangeville, Erin, East Garafraxa, 
Mono, Amaranth, Halton Hills and Oakville) who may 
specifically experience:

More severe and frequent flooding

Increased erosion

Decreased water quality, both ground and surface 
water

Loss of local fish, wildlife and plant species

Potential drought

•

•

•

•

•

Additionally, the effects of climate change can have 
serious implications on many different areas of life, 
including:

Human health and well being

Energy consumption

Water consumption

Agricultural resources

Forest resources

Terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity

Concern with the state of the environment has 
displaced other concerns as a top priority in the public 
agenda.  Since 2007, the global threat of climate 
change has kept the environment as one of the 
greatest concerns of Canadians.

CVC has built tremendous scientific expertise in the 
Credit River Watershed and has applied its cumulative 
knowledge to develop and implement strategies to 
protect the quality of the local natural environment.

Our new Climate Change Action Strategy outlines 
what CVC will do to address climate change issues in 
the watershed.  A climate change action plan outlines 
a response to climate change based on two distinct 
types of actions: 

Mitigation: actions that that can be taken to decrease 
the sources and causes of climate change.

Adaptation: actions that seek to offset or reduce the 
negative impacts of climate change in the watershed.

Combined with CVC’s other strategies, our 
overall response to climate change represents a 
comprehensive approach to a complex problem. 
CVC’s coordinated response to climate change 
commits the organization to: 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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1. Fostering Preparedness and Adaptation by:
Monitoring trends and variations in climate indicators 
such as temperature, precipitation and extreme 
weather events

Monitoring environmental health

Identifying climate sensitive species and studying 
changes in their abundance and behaviour

Developing mathematical models and other tools 
to predict the scope and nature of climate change 
and to evaluate the threats to natural systems, 
infrastructure and communities

Updating flood line maps and maintaining flood 
forecasting capabilities

Advocating use of low impact development designs 
and practices in urbanizing and redeveloping 
communities

Using adaptive management techniques

Enhancing CVC emergency preparedness and 
response in the areas of natural hazards

2. Protecting Our Natural Heritage by:
Using regulation to protect watercourses, wetlands, 
river valleys and shorelines

Supporting government policies that designate these 
and other heritage resources and plant & animal 
species for protection

Advocating protection and/or restoration of additional 
areas identified as important contributors to healthy 
natural heritage systems

Making plants available to private landowners for 
restoration projects and carbon sequestration

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

3. Building Awareness by:
Sharing our vision of a watershed and its 
communities that will remain healthy, productive and 
safe in the face of ongoing climate change

Researching, compiling and disseminating 
information about climate change and its impacts

Sharing information about what communities 
and individuals can do to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and adapt to climate change

Using our Conservation Areas and facilities as venues 
for outreach, education and demonstration

4. Reducing Our Ecological Footprint by:
Reducing our dependence on fossil fuel and 
associated energy use in all our facilities and 
operations

Expanding greenland securement initiatives and 
appropriately managing our conservation land 
holdings

Encouraging green behaviours on the part of the 
organization and its staff

5. Partnering for Success by:
Working cooperatively with our member 
municipalities, neighbouring conservation authorities, 
senior governments, landowners, residents, 
businesses and interested organizations

Climate change is a complex problem requiring non-
traditional solutions. CVC has the experience, tools 
and abilities required to address climate change in 
the Credit River Watershed. As new ways for fighting 
climate change will certainly evolve, CVC will adopt 
the best methods to mitigate and adapt to its negative 
impacts. In all aspects of all our programs, climate 
change will be considered and addressed so that CVC 
will have a multifaceted approach to a problem that 
has varied and significant impacts on all watershed 
communities.

Strategic Directive

CVC will continue to seek and implement ways 
to mitigate and adapt to climate change and its 
effects on the local environment.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



The Credit Valley Conservation 2008 Strategic Plan
10

2. Watershed Restoration

The Need:

Integration is the key to successful delivery of 
environmental restoration initiatives. Reflecting a 
systems approach, the Restoration Strategy must 
through its development and implementation, take 
an integrated approach to addressing deteriorated 
terrestrial and aquatic watershed features and 
functions. It also means joining and coordinating 
efforts with landowners, a range of disciplines and 
municipal and conservation partners to promote 
effective and large-scale environmental restoration 
which would otherwise be limited in scope. Integration 
promotes efficiency across ecosystem components 
and multiple jurisdictions. 

Over the last decade and more CVC has carried 
out a number of watershed and subwatershed scale 
studies, or participated in others, which identified 
a number of restoration needs. Recommendations 
range from tree planting to storm water pond retrofits 
which would be designed to address issues such as 
habitat fragmentation and water quality impairment. 
In addition to what might be considered traditional 
restoration, recommendations also address retrofits 
to existing infrastructure as well as rehabilitation of 
damaged sites and enhancement of existing areas. 

While considerable progress has been made 
in addressing numerous recommendations, our 
knowledge of the watershed system and the 
magnitude of the issues it is facing have grown.  
Therefore it will be essential in moving forward that 
priorities are clearly identified, strategic partnerships 
are fostered and resources are available and efficiently 
and effectively applied. 

The Approach:

An inter-departmental committee has been 
established to develop an integrated Watershed 
Restoration Strategy. The strategy will consolidate and 
synthesize the various restoration needs across the 
watershed (based on existing documents) at various 
scales (subwatershed, municipality etc.) including 
resource themes (wetlands, engineered channels 
etc.), time frames, cost estimates, stakeholders, 
feasibility, summarize accomplishments, identify gaps, 
priorities and then develop or refine implementation 
mechanisms and a watershed-wide approach to 
integrated restoration.

Specific restoration issues identified in the 2006 
Strategy that will be addressed include:

Loss of habitat

Degraded watercourses

Flooding due to undersized infrastructure

Dam safety

Increased impervious area

Deteriorating urban environments 

Invasive species

Degraded natural areas

Lack of habitat connectivity

What is also clearly recognized is that we ensure the 
effectiveness of strategy implementation is critical.  
In accordance with our commitment to Adaptive 
Environmental Management, it is essential that we 
measure the impact of our restoration projects and 
determine their efficacy in addressing the objectives 
of the study through which it was derived. Therefore, a 
second phase to this strategy will be the development 
of an effectiveness monitoring process.  Protocols 
are needed to measure impacts from all forms 
of restoration (from tree planting to downspout 
disconnection).

CVC will ensure that all its environmental restoration 
projects are coordinated with partners to create 
greater environmental net-benefit. In this regard, CVC 
has already begun to work with its partners to increase 
project integration. 

Strategic Directive
CVC will develop an integrated watershed 
restoration strategy that ensures all restoration 
projects reflect watershed priorities and 
are coordinated with partners for greater 
environmental net-benefit.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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3. Education and Public Outreach

Positive steps towards protecting and enhancing 
our natural environment, especially with the added 
stress of climate change, can only be successful 
when predominant social attitudes support the priority 
of environmental protection. Education and public 
outreach must be inclusive – reaching out to all people, 
cultures, ages and organizations including:   

General public and stakeholders

Business leaders and corporations

Regional and municipal governments

Policy makers

Special interest and religious groups

Landowners and farmers

New Canadians

Youth and school groups

The health and protection of our shared land and 
water resources are ensured when watershed residents 
and communities appreciate their connection with 
our social and economic well being. CVC’s Education 
Strategy integrates all program areas.

Planning and Development Regulation

  Helping residents understand development 
regulations and why they are important to protecting 
human and environmental health.

Stewardship

Helping landowners understand their property’s 
natural features and functions so that they are 
better able to protect and enhance them; as well 
as organizing events which engage the public in 
environmental restoration projects that help foster 
appreciation.

Encouraging and planting trees for many 
environmental benefits including climate change 
adaptation and mitigation.

Conservation Lands

Using our conservation areas as “landscapes for 
learning” and to help residents understand the 
environment around them and the importance 
of having public open spaces for environmental 
protection. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Water Resource Management

Demonstrating the importance of using our water 
resources wisely; preparing subwatershed studies 
and plans to aid governments to make the best, 
most informed decisions about development and 
infrastructure.

Natural Heritage

Studying and interpreting the natural environment 
of the Credit River Watershed to guide community 
restoration and education initiatives.

Integrating traditional education with corporate 
communications ensures that accurate and up to 
date information about the watershed and its natural 
environment will be readily available for distribution 
and that CVC can speak clearly and articulately, with 
one voice, through our literature and public relations.

The program of conservation that CVC has been 
pursuing for over 50 years is now more important than 
ever. It is also important that partners and residents 
understand that we have been working diligently 
on their behalf to accomplish this task, and that we 
want to continue to work with and for them to tackle 
environmental issues that concern more and more 
watershed residents all the time. Providing valuable 
information on the watershed’s natural environment 
to local communities is of the utmost importance; this 
is why public outreach and education will continue 
to be a key strategy in for CVC’s overall program of 
conservation.

Strategic Directive

Increasingly, CVC will pursue an integrated 
education and public outreach initiative 
that places emphasis on the protection and 
appreciation of the watershed’s natural heritage.
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4. Building Community Partnerships

Community partnerships are fundamental to the 
implementation of Credit Valley Conservation’s 
strategic action plans. In fact, it was a partnership 
of watershed communities believing in the shared 
responsibility of protecting human and environmental 
health that manifested itself in the joint decision to 
create a Conservation Authority for the Credit River 
Watershed in 1954.

In this spirit of cooperation, CVC continues to build 
and maintain community partnerships throughout 
the watershed to protect and conserve our natural 
environment. 

CVC recognizes that partners are ‘part holders’ or 
stakeholders of public natural resources that are 
shared by all. We continue to believe that protection 
and restoration of watershed health is a broadly 
shared responsibility. Collectively, the individual 
actions of watershed residents and landowners have 
a dramatic effect on the quality and quantity of our 
water resources as well as our natural environment.  
Collectively we must address these issues in 
cooperation and partnership. Our natural environment 
supersedes fence lines and political boundary lines.  
Concordantly, its protection requires a collective 
approach that can overcome these same boundaries. 

CVC implements natural resource management by 
working with partners and engaging clients around 
shared interests and objectives and we strive for 
excellence in such relationships. 

Partnerships allow the Authority to arrange co-
operatively with other public service agencies, the 
private sector, community groups and volunteers, the 
delivery of programs that meet common objectives. 
The advantages to partnerships are clear:

Greater resources become available so that 
watershed health can be improved and ensured

Additional and enhanced conservation initiatives can 
be undertaken together rather than alone

The process of community involvement fosters 
appreciation for conservation and protection 

Partnerships may take many different forms and may 
involve many different groups:

Community stewardship 

Fundraising and sponsorship

Conservation area stewardship

•

•

•

•

•

•

Seasonal and special events

Land securement

Land management

Municipal government

Provincial government

Federal government

Non-government organizations

Industry

Land trusts

Farmers

The process of building community partnerships 
recognizes that the human and environmental health 
of the Credit River Watershed can be better ensured 
when local citizens, groups and organizations 
participate and join in the effort to actively care for our 
local environment. 

Strategic Directive

The advantages and benefits of partnerships are 
clear; CVC must take every opportunity to address 
priority issues through partnerships if common 
goals and objectives are to be met.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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5. Watershed Sustainability

Conservation and sustainability are two concepts 
that are increasingly becoming inseparable, mutually 
dependent and extremely important. 

We cannot conserve unless our communities and our 
lifestyle are sustainable (do not exceed the capacity of 
the natural environment to bear human development); 
and we cannot have sustainability unless we practice 
conservation of the natural resources and natural 
heritage systems.  Watershed sustainability is not 
simply a CVC priority, it must engage the entire 
watershed community.  We must all be partners in the 
sustainability of the Credit River Watershed.

Sustainability has a variety of meanings, often context 
dependent. When CVC speaks of sustainability we 
mean human land use and lifestyles that meet the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to do the same. This means 
appropriately managing our natural resources and 
restoring the quality of the watershed environment. It 
means protecting our natural capital and balancing our 
economic and social needs.  The current challenge of 
climate change is, in part, the result of development 
and resource use that is not sustainable. 

In this sense, sustainability is less a technological 
problem than it is a social problem. This means that a 
social and cultural shift in attitudes and behaviour is 
required to adequately protect our water and natural 
resources in the Watershed - and CVC must lead and 
encourage residents, corporations and agencies to 
incorporate sustainable practices in their activities. 

Creating a Culture of Sustainability and 
Conservation

Working with our partners, we must “promote a 
culture of conservation.”  To match this priority, 
integrated projects were developed to work towards 
this goal.  They are:

Implement a coordinated, curriculum based 
(formal) environmental education program

Engage private landowners in environmental 
protection and stewardship

Establish the social and economic value of 
ecological goods and services

Develop a social marketing strategy to encourage 
behavioural change

Develop a communications and education 
program for residents and businesses

Securing conservation areas and watershed 
greenlands are increasingly important for watershed 
sustainability.  Preserving the integrity and connectivity 
of natural heritage systems is a vital approach for 
ensuring a stable balance between human land use 
and natural resource conservation. This balance is the 
key to sustainability.

Projects and initiatives such as these help to foster 
attitudes of conservation and promote sustainability.  
Both are fundamental to achieving “an environmentally 
healthy Credit River Watershed for present and future 
generations” and will be essential elements of our 
strategy.

Strategic Directive

CVC must work in partnership with the community 
to protect and restore the watershed for the future 
in a way that better integrates environmental, 
social and economic interests.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Credit Valley Conservation is an environmental 
agency working on behalf of the Regional and 
Municipal governments with jurisdiction in the 
Credit River Watershed. CVC was established 
in 1954 through the Conservation Authorities 
Act of the Province of Ontario. It is dedicated 
to the conservation, restoration, development 
and management of the natural resources in 
the Credit River Watershed

1255 Old Derry Road 
Mississauga, Ontario 
905-670-1615 
cvc@creditvalleyca.ca 
www.creditvalleyca.ca


