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Whether you have a small or large lot
you can attract a variety of wildlife

The type of landscape will determine the type
of wildlife that it will attract.  Three common
types of landscaping used by wildlife presented
in this factsheet include:
1. Meadows

2. Backyard garden to attract butterflies

3. Other landscaping features used by wildlife
including trees and shrubs, fencerows,
wetlands and woodlands.

How do wildlife use meadows?

Meadows provide important habitats for a
variety of birds as they use the berries of
shrubs and seeds of wildflowers; in addition
this vegetation also provides cover. Field
Sparrows and Brown Thrashers will nest in
meadows, raising young in well-hidden places
on or near the ground.  Meadows also attract
fireflies that are enjoyable to watch in the
evening.  Meadows can provide excellent
hunting grounds for a variety of birds of prey
as well.  Butterflies, discussed later, are also
attracted to wildflower meadows.

Mow your meadow once a year to prevent
succession of shrubs and trees.

Action Steps
   Maintain existing habitat trees and shrubs

   Plant mast trees and shrubs

   Minimize human impact

   Maintain/enhance wildlife corridors

   Eliminate/open fencing
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How do you attract butterflies to your
backyard garden?

In order to attract butterflies to your meadow or
garden, you must provide habitat that serves the
needs during all life stages.  While in the
caterpillar or larval stage, they like to feed on the
following flowers, which are likely to appear
naturally in open areas:

Aster Milkweed
Alfalfa Sedum
Brown-eyed Susan Violet
Clover Lupine

Trees such as Birch, Aspen, Willow, Hackberry,
Cherry and Oak are also important larval foods.

For the adult butterflies, an abundant source of
nectar can be found in many naturally occurring
flowers such as:

Aster Marigold
Bachelor's Button Milkweed
Blazing Star Peppermint
Dogbane Selfheal
Fleabane Goldenrod

Dill, Marjoram, Fennel and Parsley are also
enjoyed by butterflies; choose plants to provide a
variety of colours.

Who can you contact for assistance?

  Conservation Authority Forester
  Local Nurseries

Other relevant factsheets in this
series include:

   Creating Wildlife Habitat with Trees
  Wildlife Pond Management
  Observing Wildlife
Brush Piles, Nest
Boxes and Bat Boxes

How else can you attract wildlife to
your garden?

Patches of trees can encourage a number of
different birds as well as squirrels and raccoons.
A variety of trees including snag, den and
cavity trees can also attract wildlife.  Birdbaths
are another excellent way to attract birds, as is
placing birdhouses in your garden.  Bigger
sources of water are also useful wildlife habitat,
such as artificial ponds.

Scientific references available upon request
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