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The Credit River Watershed Today

Located just west of Toronto,
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Vegetation Communities
Initial maps focusing on dominant species
in the watershed downplayed the
significance of less common species, and
suggested that a more meaningful
interpretation of the early landscape
might be gained by adopting a vegetation
community approach. Vegetation
communities were developed by

the Credit River Watershed
merges into one of the most
viniipany | heavi ly populated areas of
ofere Canada, and includes Mississauga
75 and Brampton in its southern
reaches. Elsewhere in the
watershed, the landscape is
largely agricultural. Despite
these anthropogenic activities,
significant natural areas have
o been retained, particularly along
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southern Ontario, was used as a guide.

For example, a Sugar Maple Deciduous
i Forest includes all polygons where sugar
‘z"f‘r"Q“":f maple is the primary (dominant) species
.. and Townships AN ;
Remammg Natural Areas P Town of Caledon \ and uIIAa'ssocmfes are s;condary or less.
7 In addition, maps showing all occurrences
in 1996 ; i
of a single species were produced.
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Dominant Vegetation Communities
by Municipality, 1806
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= .. from two to three miles from the lake the land is light and
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Unraveling the Past Mitton
Predating air photographs or satellite
images, the records of early land surveyors provide a valuable glimpse of the pre- Area of Most Frequenﬂy
settlement forested landscape. Under the direction of the Surveyor General and Occur‘r‘ing Forest Species 1806 VlSUdllle’lg the Pre-Settlement Landscape
.

Lord Simcoe (the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada) early surveyors traversed Before the plough and the bulldozer transformed the landscape, sugar

township lines and access roads in the Credit Valley, recording the vegetation coo - maple deciduous forest dominated much of the Credit River
observed at the boundary of every surveyed lot. The vegetation, particularly 50,000 = ercr;anzaw H watershed, especially in the southern and headwater regions. Nearer
forest composition, was described in considerable detail. For some lots, up to the I Tertiary Lake Ontario, on the well drained soils of the Iroquois Plain, pine and
seventh dominant species was recorded:; for others only a more general description 40,000 O Fourth [ oak forests were more prevalent with pockets of savannah grasslands.
was provided such as swamp or savannah. Z 000 O g';‘:eff", L Twenty-nine different species were recorded with maple, beech,

g basswood, elm, pine and hemlock receiving most frequent mention.
Forest species observations from the surveyor's records were manually annotated < 20000 Early surveyor records provide unique historical documents which
onto county maps. Using ArcView and an OBM digital township boundary file, a provide a fairly dense network of first hand observations of
digital database of this information was created. New polygons were created 10,000 vegetation type. This research demonstrates how these records can
extending halfway across lots; thus each observation point used by the surveyors be used in a digital environment to reconstruct a generalized overview
became the midpoint of these new polygons, which were assigned the annotated ®\aple Geech Gass. Em | pine | Hem  osk | Cedar of the extent and composition of the pre-settlement forested
vegetation type. veod Species ock landscape.
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