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Question & Answer Session 
 
1. What are you doing about the rest of the road? 

The remainder of the road required for the first phase of the restoration project will be 
constructed as the winter of 2014 and completed as part of the contract to restore the first 
three cells.   A large portion of this road will remain in place for the second phase of the 
work to gain access to the southern portion of the marsh.  The additional access road will 
be constructed in the same fashion with the exception of temporary culverts being installed 
to cross Sheridan Creek. 

 
2. How can you ensure turtles’ radio collars stay on? 

Turtle radio transmitters are fastened to the turtles shell at the very edge in close proximity 
to a hind leg.  This is accomplished by drilling small holes and securing the  transmitters 
with small nuts and bolts.  In addition a layer of water proof epoxy is placed  on top of the 
transmitter to help hold them in place.  

 
3. How can residents take park in plantings? 

Credit Valley Conservation has a community tree planting program. Call us and ask for 
Lindsey Jennings. We also have a residential planting program. Call us and ask for Melanie 
Kramer. 

 
4. How are you removing giant hogweed? 

We are using a spray application to remove it. CVC asks that the public report giant 
hogweed sightings to CVC. 

 
5. When the trucks get to the end of Bexhill Road, where do they go? 

This will depend on the contractor who wins the bid. There is potential for the sediment to 
be trucked to a destination within the GTA or possibly to Barrie. 

 
6. Turtles have been caught in our patio. We put them in a wheel-barrow and take them 

back to the marsh, is this okay? 
Take them in the direction they were going 
Be careful picking them up – there is a way to do this properly 
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7. We noticed Norway maples with a notch cut out of them, what’s that? 
Norway Maples are an invasive tree species. The notches are girdles that are cut around 
the tree.  This kills the trees without the use of pesticide by inhibiting the tree’s ability to get 
moisture and nutrients. 

 
8. Is herbicide applied to Norway maple as well? 

CVC rarely does this and prefers to use the girdling technique instead. 
 
9. What do we do about people with off-leash dogs? 

Remind them of rules in a friendly manner. Remind them of CVC enforcement officers and 
tickets in a friendly manner. Do not get into a confrontation with them or provoke them in 
any way. 

 
10. 25 years ago there was a lot of water in the marsh, what are we doing to get that 

back? 
Dredging will address that. Removing sediment will increase water depth 

 
11. Where are all the song-birds? 35 years ago, we had a lot more. 

CVC has received anecdotal report about this and needs to monitor this further. It is 
possible that invasive plants may be limiting their food supply It is also possible that cats 
may be scaring them off, so it may be beneficial to limit cats’ access to the marsh, or put 
bells on them to provide warnings to birds. Off-leash dogs may also cause a problem. 

 
12. Can I ask about funding and sequence. It sounds like there is not a lot of funding, 

which is causing a specific sequence of events. Do we have funding for the duration 
of this project? 
CVC has enough funding for this phase of the restoration. We have seed money which is 
continuing to bring in new funds from new sources of funding. The restoration must be 
done in phases anyways. This is what’s known as adaptive management. It allows us to 
learn and adapt as we restore parts of the marsh. We can also create wildlife refuges, so 
there is less disruption to wildlife over the course of the project. It’s important that this 
project is ‘shovel-ready’. This is encouraging for new potential funders. 

 
13. Can you give me an idea of the cost of this project? 

The project will cost about $800,000. The Region of Peel is providing $100,000 per year. 
 
14. Sea levels will rise due to climate change, what about Rattray? 

No. Lake Ontario is higher up that sea-level and will not be affected. Water levels in Lake 
Ontario are largely controlled by the Samuel Moses dam. Storms and droughts due to 
climate change will affect water levels in the marsh. CVC’s adaptive management approach 
to restoration will address this type of fluctuation as much as possible. 
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