
Emerald Ash Borer
UPDATE: SPREAD AND CONCENTRATION OF EAB AS OF SUMMER 2014

MONITORING THE EAB THREAT & BUILDING ON 2013 MONITORING

In June 2014, Credit Valley Conservation (CVC), with funding from the Region of Peel, deployed 10 
emerald ash borer (EAB) traps in the northern areas of the Credit River watershed in areas where 
EAB had not yet been detected. Traps were set up in accordance with the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency’s (CFIA) trap and placement guidelines. Traps are green plastic prisms covered 
in a sticky coating that catch and kill EAB. Leaf alcohol and female beetle pheromones attract EAB. 
Prism traps are hung from ash trees and inspected by CVC staff, who count the number of EAB on 
each trap.

MONITORING RESULTS

CVC staff detected EAB in two of 10 trap locations – 
Belfountain Conservation Area and Island Lake 
Conservation Area. Other CVC-owned properties 
with already documented EAB presence include: 
Ken Whillans Resource Management Area, Credit 
River Pine Estates, Silver Creek Conservation 
Area, the Armstrong Avenue property and 
Meadowvale Conservation Area. EAB have not 
been identified in the northwestern portions of 
the Credit River watershed to date. EAB have 
been previously confirmed in Brampton and 

Mississauga.

Traps were set for an entire month to 
coincide with the beetle’s increased 

mid-summer activity and mobility. 
This is when beetles search 

for mates and lay eggs.
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EAB MANAGEMENT

CVC is currently managing ash trees at Rattray Marsh Conservation Area. In June, 74 trees were 
inoculated with TreeAzin bio-insecticide. TreeAzin is an environmentally safe product that can help 
protect healthy ash trees from EAB infestation.  In August, CVC staff began removing trees that are 
already infested, cannot be saved and pose a hazard to people on trails and private property.  Two 
thousand nine hundred infested ash trees will be removed by 2016. CVC, with support from the 
community, is pursuing an aggressive tree planting campaign to help the conservation area’s 
forests recover as quickly as possible.

For more information on EAB, visit www.creditvalleyca.ca/eab. 
To contact an invasive species specialist call 1-800-668-5557 or 
email invasive.species@creditvalleyca.ca.

CVC continually assesses its properties, trails and boundaries for 
hazardous ash trees. CVC will begin managing ash trees at its other 
properties in 2015. CVC has already inoculated approximately 120 
ash trees this season and plans to innoculate more in 2015 at other 
conservation areas.
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The Canadian Forest Service and Natural Resources Canada, with 
permission from Credit Valley Conservation, have deployed a wasp 
bio-control for EAB at Silver Creek Conservation Area. The wasp, 
called Tetrastichus planipennisi, cannot sting humans. Instead it 
stings EAB larvae under the bark and injects eggs into the larvae to 
devour them from inside. This is a pilot project, intended to study the 
effects of the bio-control. Results will not be available for some time.  
Another wasp bio-control, Oobius agrili, is slated to be released at 
Silver Creek in 2015, pending federal government approval.

Ash branch showing
signs of EAB infestation

Tetrastichus planipennisi Oobius agrili


