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Island Lake Conservation Area Master Plan - Stakeholder Advisory Committee 

Meeting # 3:  Notes 

 

Date:  Wednesday May 26th, 2016   Time:  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   Location:  Island Lake Conservation Area – Education Centre 
 

Meeting Attendees: 

Organization Committee Member 

Caledon Hills Bruce Trail Club Carol Sheppard 

Credit Valley Conservation Bill Lidster 

Dufferin County, Dufferin County Forest Caroline Mach 

Friends of Island Lake Wayne White 

Headwaters Streams Committee Dave Dyce 

Ministry of Tourism, Culture & Sport Carol Oitment 

Orangeville Arts & Culture Committee, Orangeville Business 

Improvement Area 
Alison Scheel 

Orangeville Lions Club Mike Walker 

Rotary Club of Orangeville Highlands Jeff Bathurst 

Theatre Orangeville Marsha Grant 

Town of Orangeville Charles Cosgrove 

Town of Orangeville Ray Osmond 

Upper Grand District School Board Lynn Picard 

Credit Valley Conservation Dave Wells (tour spokesperson) 

Credit Valley Conservation Victoria Edwards (tour spokesperson) 

Credit Valley Conservation  Heather Marcks (tour spokesperson) 

Credit Valley Conservation  Mark Thompson 

Credit Valley Conservation Eric Baldin 

Credit Valley Conservation Kate Burgess (meeting lead) 

Credit Valley Conservation Laura Rundle (minutes) 
 

Regrets: 

Councillor Gail Campbell (Access Orangeville, CVC Board of Directors), Richard Reid (Island Lake Rowing Club), Shirley Bennett (Mono Heritage Advisory 

Committee), Jillian Van Niekerk (Ontario Parks), Chris Broom (Headwaters Community in Action), Michelle Harris (Hills of Headwaters Tourism Association), Jeff 

Andersen (Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority), Mark Whitcombe (Orangeville Sustainability Action Team), Charles McCabe (Rotary Club of 

Orangeville), Kim Perryman (Town of Mono), Ron Jasiuk (Upper Credit Field Naturalists) 
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Meeting Agenda:  

1. Review of Meeting #2 and Action Items 

2. ILCA Tour 

 

Appendices:  

A. Meeting Agenda 

B. ILCA Map  

C. Local Cultural History Overview 

D. Vicki Barron Lakeside Trail – Accessibility Monitoring and Recommendations 

E. List of Species Identified at ILCA 

 

The presentation is posted to the SAC’s webpage: http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/enjoy-the-outdoors/conservation-areas/island-lake-conservation-area/island-lake-

management-plan/stakeholder-advisory-committee/  

 

Agenda Items:  

Topic Discussion Actions 

Meeting #2 Review 

A short review of the two previous ILCA SAC meetings took place.  Action items from Meeting #2 were 

also discussed:  

o At our second meeting the SAC members noted that First Nations representation was missing.  

While Aboriginal organizations that may be impacted by the study were contacted, local groups 

were not.  The Dufferin County Resource Circle has since been contacted and invited to join the SAC.  

CVC is waiting to hear back regarding future representation.    

o The SAC also requested that CVC look more deeply into some of the local families that may have 

lived in what is now ILCA.  CVC contacted Laura Camilleri from the Dufferin County Museum and 

Archives for more information.  Laura was able to provide us with supplemental information on the 

Ketchum and Hannahson families (Appendix C).  CVC staff will be gathering additional information 

on the Island Family over the coming weeks. 

 

Site Overview – Areas 

and Features not 

covered in the Tour 

A brief overview of some of the features and areas that the tour did not cover were given.  Please see the 

presentation for more information. 

 

Vicki Barron Lakeside Trail 

o While the Vicki Barron Lakeside Trail was discussed on the tour, we were unable to access Bob’s 

Bridges or any of the other crossings.   

o Images and a description of the trail system was provided in the presentation 

 

Sensitive Natural Areas 
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o The eastern arm of ILCA contains regionally rare vegetation as well as Species at Risk – in 2014 a 

Least Bittern was heard calling from this area for the first time.   

o This area also contains a “floating fen” made up of floating mats of sphagnum moss.  It is believed 

that this is part of a remnant bog or fen that was present prior to the flooding of the reservoir 

 

Sugar Shack and Education Out-buildings 

o “E.M.’s Lab” is located in the sugar bush area and is actually an old train station that was previously 

moved from the Elora-Cataract Trailway (another CVC conservation area).  It is now used by the 

education programming.. 

o The sugar shack and its associated features (wood shed, pipeline collection system, etc.) are also 

located in ILCA’s sugar bush and are leased to the Upper Grand District School Board.  

  

Commercial Lot 

o ILCA’s commercial lot is a 4 acre site suitable for development that is located off of Highway 10.  It 

is designated as ‘service commercial’ in the Town of Orangeville’s Official Plan.  Part of the Vicki 

Barron Lakeside Trail now traverses over the back portion of this site.     

o Through the late 1990’s and early 2000’s several conversations between CVC, the Town of 

Orangeville and the Town of Mono took place in regards to the possibility of selling or leasing out 

the land.  It was ultimately decided that the land would neither be leased or sold at the time.  

o Opportunities for the commercial lot will be explored as part of the master planning process for 

ILCA, however it is very unlikely that CVC would sell the property.  

 

Questions/Discussion 

o Who was Vicki Barron (who was the trail named after)? 

o A:  Vicki Barron worked at CVC from 1980 until 2001 and was the General Manager and Secretary 

Treasurer from 1986 to 2001.  She is widely renowned as a leader in conservation in Ontario and 

now works for the Waterfront Regeneration Trust where she is the Director of Administration and 

Regeneration Initiatives.   

o There is concern over how and where people are parking to access the Vicki Barron Lakeside Trail.  

The Home Hardware parking lot is usually at capacity and people are unsure of the other options for 

accessing the trail.   

o Potential solutions include: highlighting parking opportunities (main gate, Hockley Road, 

Hurontario St N, 4th Avenue at Home Hardware, etc.) and encouraging active transportation.  The 

Town of Orangeville is currently working on creating another pedestrian trail access at 5th Avenue, 

which will hopefully alleviate some of the parking concerns. 

o Can we see the trail counter data from the May long weekend? The trail was really busy here. 

o Yes – we will circulate the data as soon as it becomes available.  Trail counter data is collected on a 
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three-week schedule, so we will send it out to the SAC in a separate email in June.  when it becomes 

available in June  

Site Tour 

 

Attendees participated in a tour of Island Lake Conservation Area.  Key points, questions and comments are 

outlined below.  The map in Appendix B highlights the ‘tour stops’ where the conversations with the 

corresponding numbers (below) took place.   

 

1. Education Centre 

o The education centre was built by CVC in 1976 at a time when ILCA was largely non-operational.  

The building was largely used for the annual Maple Syrup Festival (we had almost 7,000 attendees 

in 1976!).   

o The centre has been leased out to the Upper Grand District School Board (UGDSB) for education 

programs since 1987. 

o Lynn Picard, Outdoor Education Teacher at the UGDSB, provided an overview of the programs 

offered through the education centre: 

•  School programs are run daily and occur throughout the year; approximately 4,000 

students participate in outdoor education programs at ILCA annually 

• Lynn has been teaching outdoor education programs for the last eight years at ILCA; she is 

supported by an Outdoor Education Assistant 

• Programs are varied and focus on a range of conservation-based topics including: Maple 

Syrup Programs, Earth Keepers, the Fur Trade, Water Quality and ‘Instinct for Survival’.  

Programs in which outdoor education staff go out to schools to provide programs on 

school grounds have also been recently developed.  

 

2. Administrative Offices 

o North zone operations staff manage thirty (30) properties located in the northern half of the Credit 

River watershed, including two operational conservation areas (ILCA and Ken Whillans Resource 

Management Area).   They are situated in the administrative trailers when they are not in the field. 

o The administrative offices are small, and considered a constraint.  New, permanent offices will be 

explored through the master plan process.   

o Six (6) full-time staff work out of ILCA year-round and fifteen (15) casual staff are employed during 

the busy operational seasons. 

 

3. Main Picnic/Activity Area 

o Large open space that currently contains picnic tables, picnic pavilion, washroom facilities, 

volleyball court, etc.  Currently suitable for large group activities and picnics.  Also used by 

education programs as an extension of the indoor classroom.  

o In 2014 CVC’s Land Monitoring Program conducted an observational analysis on this area to 
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determine usage patterns.  While most users congregate along the Lakeside Trail, this area receives 

the highest intensity of use, and visitors tend to spend 3-5 hours picnicking and playing sports in 

this area. 

o This area will be reconsidered through the Master Plan – the function of this area could change, 

including what activities are offered and how this space is used.  

 

o Q:  Is camping being considered for this area? 

o A:  At this point all activities are still on the table, but given the space and infrastructure 

requirements for camping, it is likely not a good fit for ILCA.   

 

4. Dods & McNair Memorial Forest 

o CVC and Dods and McNair Funeral Home have a twenty-year partnership in which trees are planted 

in memory of a loved one who has passed away.  Over 10,000 trees have been planted.  

o Planting opportunities in the Memorial Forest have reached capacity; new opportunities for tree 

planting are being sought, including expanding the existing Memorial Forest. 

o Art installations are a new element of the Memorial Forest; the dry-stone wall constructed by Eric 

Landman for his wife, Kerry, is an example. 

o In 1979 a pilot project was undertaken in this area in conjunction with the Society of Ontario Nut 

Growers (SONG) in an attempt to establish edible nut trees in a more northern and cooler climate.  

Approximately 60 varieties of nuts were planted, including Chestnuts, Black Walnuts, Butternut and 

Filberts.  SONG has recently contacted CVC to look into the success and genetics of the 1979 

plantings. 

   

 5. Canoe/Kayak Storage and Parking Lot Expansion 

o A new canoe/kayak storage area will be built here over the course of 2016.  The current storage 

area is located at the rental centre and has reached capacity.  The new structure will be built to 

accommodate 256 units.   

o The parking lot in this area will double (approximately) in size to permit better access to the future 

canoe/kayak storage area and to accommodate more vehicles closer to the amphitheatre. 

 

o Q: This parking lot gets very muddy.  Will it be fixed during the construction of a new lot? 

o A: Yes, problematic areas will also be regraded. 

o C: A Great Horned Owl has been observed nesting in this area. 

o Noted:  This will be taken into consideration while the new parking lot is designed and constructed. 

o Q: What is the cost to store a canoe/kayak here? 

o A: The cost is $110 annually. 

o Q: The education program has trails through this area (in the proximity of the parking lot expansion), 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVC to identify if/how 

education trails may be 

impacted by parking lot 

construction and what 

mitigation needs to 

occur 



6 | P a g e  

 

how will this impact the trails? 

o CVC staff to identify if/how education trails may be impacted in this area.  

 

6. Vicki Baron Lakeside Trail 

o The vision for a perimeter trail around the Island Lake reservoir was identified in the 1997 

Management Plan for ILCA. 

o The trail took several years to complete (2001 – 2015).  The approximate cost for its completion was 

$2,300,000.  

o Funding came from a variety of sources including various grants and donations.  The Friends of 

Island Lake were instrumental in getting the trail complete; securing grants and donations, hosting 

fundraisers and providing in-kind labour and materials.   

o The entire trail is approximately 8km in length.   

o ILCA has been the focus of ongoing monitoring conducted by CVC’s Lands Monitoring Program 

over recent years, including trail count data and visitor surveys. 

o Visitor surveys have indicated that there are three main types of visitors to ILCA:  

•  Winter day-use visitors: Generally males (90%) who travel alone or with one other person 

to participate in ice-fishing; come from throughout the GTA. 

• Summer day-use visitors: Visitors that come in pairs, alone or with families and friends to 

participate in fishing, hiking and water-based activities.  Largely travel from Orangeville, 

Brampton and Mississauga. 

• Routine year-round visitors:  Local residents (Orangeville and Mono) who use the trail for 

hiking, exercising and dog walking on a regular basis.  This type of visitor has continued to 

increase as the different sections of the trail were completed.  

o Over the course of 2015, Lands Monitoring staff also evaluated ILCA’s trail system to determine if it 

met Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) requirements for an accessible trail.  

Twenty-one project areas were identified (Appendix D); CVC will be working on updating these 

areas so that the trail can be formally recognized as an accessible trail.  

 

7. Amphitheatre 

o The amphitheatre is located in the former beach area.  For a long time, a major concern for the 

beach was water quality, which resulted in the beach being closed for swimming for much of the 

summer. 

o Theatre Orangeville was instrumental in getting the stage constructed, providing both financial and 

in-kind support for the stage itself, as well as the future canopy. 

o The amphitheatre will be open and available for the summer of 2016.  Events could include 

concerts, weddings, award ceremonies, etc. 
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o Q: Is there electricity going out to the amphitheatre? 

o A: No – items that require electricity will be run off of generators. 

 

Heather Marcks, CVC’s Acting Conservation Lands Ecologist provided an overview of ILCA’s natural 

environment:  

o Approximately one third of ILCA is comprised of forests and plantations, 12% is comprised of 

meadow habitat, and the rest is aquatic habitat, with the largest area being the reservoir itself.  

Other aquatic communities include marsh habitat along shore lines and Monora Creek, Credit River 

and two other small tributaries.  

o There is a remnant portion of a rare fen community in the eastern arm of the reservoir which is 

considered significant   

o Significant Wildlife Habitat includes: raptor nesting habitat (i.e. Osprey, Broad-winged Hawk, Great 

Horned Owl); amphibian breeding habitat; turtle nesting habitat; and habitat for migratory 

waterfowl.   

o The following wildlife species have been recorded at ILCA (including a number of rare and at risk 

species)1: 

� 130 bird species (plus 7 historical records) 

� 28 fish species in the reservoir (plus additional 4 additional species found in 

Monora Creek, Credit River and other tributaries) 

� 25 butterfly species 

� 25 dragonfly species 

� 10 damselfly species 

� 10 mammal species 

� 9 amphibian species 

� 5 reptile species 

o Main opportunities to enhance ILCA’s ecosystems include: forest management opportunities 

include planting to enhance ecological health and to increase connectivity; plantation thinning to 

improve growth rate and health of plantations; invasive species management will continue to occur 

(e.g. Garlic mustard, Common Reed, Purple Loosestrife, Common Carp)  

 

8. Waterfront Zone/Aquatic Recreation Area 

o The waterfront zone has three main functions:  

• Public access to the reservoir for water based activities (e.g. boat launch) 

• Customer service: the rental shop is the key site for staff-customer interaction, and the only 

location where equipment rentals and other goods (snacks, bait, tackler, etc.) can be 

                                                           
1
 Please see Appendix E for a complete list of species that have been identified at ILCA 
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purchased 

• North zone operations including maintenance and storage space, staff parking, etc.   

o Several buildings are also located in this area, including the rental shop, operations building, 

storage shed and washroom building. 

o This area is arguably the most important from a day-use visitor perspective.  Opportunities include 

enhancing the visitor experience through a larger building that could also provide educational and 

interpretative experiences for all visitors.     

 

General Discussion/Questions/Comments: 

o What are ILCA’s operating hours? 

o In the summer, ILCA is open from 9am – 9pm during the week and 6am – 9pm on weekends and 

holidays.  In the winter, ILCA is open from 8am – 6pm.  Hours also change seasonally in the spring 

and late summer.  More information is available here: http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/enjoy-the-

outdoors/conservation-areas/island-lake-conservation-area/  

o What is the cost of a membership to ILCA? 

o Two types of memberships are available, one that permits access to CVC conservation areas 

(Family: $100; Individual: $55) and one that permits access to CVC and TRCA conservation areas 

(Family: $135; Individual: $75).   More information on memberships is available here:  

http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/enjoy-the-outdoors/become-a-member/   

Final Notes and Next 

Steps 

Our Next Meeting: 

� Unfortunately we were unable to re-schedule the make-up session for the meeting that was cancelled on March 23rd (SWOT 

Analysis) for June (there wasn’t a date that the majority of people were available). 

� The possibility of re-scheduling a July meeting date was discussed with those that attended the SAC meeting, however July 

didn’t work for the majority of representatives present. 

� The next SAC meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 28
th

 from 6pm – 9pm, location TBD.  A meeting invitation will 

be sent out following these minutes.  This meeting will focus on a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats) 

analysis. 

 

Until We Meet Again: 

� Please stay tuned over the next few months as we circulate materials and information to you.  This will include the Trail 

Counter update requested at our May meeting, as well as the full Background Report for Island Lake Conservation Area. 

� Have a safe and fun summer everyone! 

 

Lastly, a special thank you to Wayne White (Friends of Island Lake) and Doug Roome (Orangeville Recreation Committee), who will be 

stepping down from the SAC.  Thank you for all of the time and effort that you have put into the SAC to date.  We hope that you 

continue to be involved in the ILCA Master Plan and share your ideas through future public consultation initiatives.   
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Island Lake Conservation Area Management Plan - Stakeholder Advisory Committee 

Meeting # 3 

 

Date:  Wednesday May 25, 2016 

Time:  6:00pm – 9:00pm 

Location:  Island Lake Conservation Area, 673067 Hurontario St, Orangeville, ON L9W 2Y9.  

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Island+Lake+Conservation+Area/@43.9354672,-

80.082171,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b0066ca27c577:0x24dcf8277886af73!8m2!3d43.9354634!4d-80.0799823 

 

We will begin our meeting at the Island Lake Education Centre. When you enter the main entrance to 

Island Lake Conservation Area and approach the gatehouse, turn right at the stop sign. The Island Lake 

Education Centre is located on your left.  Parking is available near Activity Area 5 (see map attached) 

however; if you need parking closer to the Education Centre, limited parking is available near Activity Area 

1. 

 

Agenda: 

Time Topic Lead 

6:00pm – 6:05pm Arrivals and Refreshments LR 

6:05pm Seating and Welcome LR 

6:05pm – 6:15pm Review of Previous Meeting Minutes: Updates and Actions LR 

6:15 – 6:45 pm Site Overview LR 

6:50pm – 8:15pm Island Lake Conservation Area Site Tour 

• 6:50 - 7:00    -> 1. Education Programs  

• 7:00 - 7:05    -> 2. Staff Offices 

• 7:05 - 7:15     -> 3. Picnic/Activity Area 

• 7:15 - 7:25     -> 4. Memorial Forest 

• 7:30 – 7:40    -> 5. Waterfront Zone, Rental Shop 

• 7:40 – 7:50    -> 6. Amphitheatre 

• 7:50 – 8:00    -> 7. Vicki Barron Lakeside Trail 

• 8:00 – 8:10    -> 8. Canoe/Kayak Storage 

KB 

8:15pm – 9:00pm Group Discussion All 

9:00pm Meeting Close  

 

*CVC staff will be available for one-on-one discussions until 9:30pm 
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Laura Camilleri from the Dufferin County Museum and Archives was kind enough to supply us with the following 

information about the Ketchum and Hannahson families.  This information will be summarized and included in the 

Background Report for the ILCA Master Plan. 

 

1.0.  SENECA KETCHUM 

Seneca Ketchum was a tanner, Anglican lay preacher, and philanthropist.  Born on 17 Aug. 1772 at 

Spencertown, N.Y. he was the eldest son of Jesse Ketchum and Mary (Mollie) Robbins. 

Seneca Ketchum is said to have arrived in Kingston in 1792 as part of a wave of United Empire Loyalists 

relocating to Upper Canada following the American Revolution.  He arrived in York no later 1797 residing on 

Yonge Street.  He and his younger brother Jesse Ketchum II established a tanning and shoemaking business 

that also involved much general trade. Other members of his family, including his father, joined them in York 

around 1802.  He began to buy up land, his holdings eventually embracing what are now the Bedford Park 

and Teddington Park areas of north Toronto. 

It is said that Ketchum suffered a mental breakdown in 1803, possibly due to the loss of his sweetheart to his 

brother. Despite this setback, he married a neighbour, Anne Mercer, and bought land from his father-in-law 

in Hogg’s Hollow to build the school that could also hold church services. He also bought the lot directly 

across the street from his.   A devout Anglican, he helped to purchase a site for St John’s Church, York Mills, 

and contributed much of the labour for the erection of the first building in 1817. He soon extended the range 

of his activities, organizing Sunday school classes and conducting informal services in outlying settlements. 

In 1820 Ketchum secured a land grant in Mono Township, near the present Orangeville, and over the years he 

added considerably to his holdings there. He was still living on Yonge St in 1830, when he signed a petition to 

incorporate a turnpike company, and in 1831 was still buying land there.  Becoming an Anglican missionary, 

Seneca moved his family, and others, to Orangeville in the 1830s when he was approaching 60 years old. 

When they left North Toronto, Seneca and Anne Ketchum left their Yonge Street property to the British 

Crown so that the proceeds of the sales could be used to build Toronto’s first mental asylum.   

Seneca came to Mono as a lay missionary by Archdeacon (later Bishop) John Strachan. It was an unpaid, 

quasi-official position that gave Seneca some status, but it is easy to believe Strachan saw it as a way to 

entice Seneca to leave York where they regularly locked horns. In any case, the new lay missionary was eager 

for challenge and his arrival in Mono was marked by a flurry of activity. 

Like all first-in pioneers, he built a family home and then helped build more homes on his several tracts of 

land for the families he’d persuaded to come to Mono with him. Over subsequent years he built bridges and 

roads and was regularly celebrated for providing food to the township’s pioneer families. 

But all this effort was secondary to his lay missionary work. He spread the word, freely handing out Bibles and 

the Book of Common Prayer. He taught catechism (and literacy), and held services everywhere at every 

opportunity. These hills were still the domain of the saddlebag preachers in the 1830s, and because Seneca’s 

home became a regular way station for them, his role continued to expand.  In 1835, however, Anglican 

missionary Adam Elliot* found him at Mono, noting that he had already “formed several Sunday Schools, and 

instructed above a hundred persons in the Church catechism.”  

In 1837 he built a log church on his own land (it was behind the Toyota dealership now located on Highway 9) 

that was the precursor of St Mark’s, Orangeville, and local tradition credits him with the foundation of at 
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least half a dozen Anglican churches in the area. He also made several large gifts of land to the church, for 

purposes ranging from the support of theological students to the foundation of a “Sailors’ Home.” 

Seneca was loved by the settlers and soon became a leader in the community with everyone coming to him 

for help and advice, both religious and business.  His generosity in helping with municipal matters, such as 

road building, was well known.  As well, he ran a children’s library for the young residents of Mono and the 

Gore of Garafraxa (the south west portion of modern Orangeville).   

Ketchum’s zeal eventually led him into conflict with Bishop Strachan. During his last few years he was so 

strong and loud in his claim that Mono Mills should be the residence of a permanent minister that Bishop 

John Strachan* had to warn others against his exuberance. Having given so much to the church, Ketchum 

bitterly accused Strachan of ingratitude.  He offered 100 acres on what is now Purple Hill to be held in trust 

for the maintenance of divinity students.  He also offered to donate 300 acres to the Diocese to promote a 

scheme that he had of having a township settled entirely by men of the Church of England and their families.  

This seems very familiar to what he had already done when originally settling in Mono, convincing other 

families to relocate with him. 

In the midst of the controversy he died while staying with his nephew by marriage, Presbyterian clergyman 

James Harris, and was buried with Anglican rites at St John’s on 4 June 1850. 

Ketchum has been described as “an earnest-minded but not very sane individual.” No one ever doubted his 

loyalty to the church, his special concern for young people, or his generosity to his neighbours, however, and 

his ecumenical spirit was demonstrated by his willingness to operate an undenominational Sunday school out 

of a Methodist meeting house or to use a Presbyterian catechism where it seemed appropriate. “Very few 

had as much of the milk of the human kindness as he had, and few had less tears shed over his grave,” was 

the pithy if ungrammatical comment of his nephew Jesse Ketchum III, who proceeded to contest his will. 

Although Seneca never escaped his reputation as an eccentric there can be no doubt about his significant 

contribution to the development and growth of Upper Canada. In the early history of Mono Township 

especially, there are few pioneers to match him for energy, achievement and profile.  It was he who cut 

through the Credit Flats (swamp) at East Broadway at his own expense and built 785 meters of causeway, 

complete with seven bridges, to create an easier access into Orangeville.  He also opened two roads, one 

from mono Mills and one down to Caledon.    He also spent his own money to clear off the market square, 

fence it and have it sown for mowing. 

Land Holdings of Seneca Ketchum (as related to Island Lake) majority surround the Island property 

1. E ½ Lot 1 Con 1 WHS Mono – purchased 1823 from Allan Robinet (surveyor for Mono Township) – sold to 

the Diocese of Toronto in 1845 (for use by the church and there was a burying ground at this location) 

2. E ½ Lot 1 Con 2 WHS Mono – Crown Grant to Seneca Ketchum 1823 – sold to the Diocese of Toronto in 

1845 

3. Lot 1 Con 1 EHS Mono – Thomas Tiffin to Seneca Ketchum in 1822 – sold to Robert Huston W ½ (100 

acres) in 1849 – retained ownership of E ½  

4. Lot 1 Con 2 EHS Mono – Crown Grant to Seneca Ketchum in 1823 – there was a “Lien of Release” to his 

brother-in-law Samuel Mercer but the property was seized by the Sheriff of the County of Simcoe for back 

taxes. 

5. W ½ Lot 2 Con 2 EHS – James McMaster to Seneca Ketchum in 1836 – Sheriff’s deed in 1851 

6. E ½ Lot 3 Con 2 – Canada Company to Seneca Ketchum in 1839 – sold off pieces beginning in 1844 

Sources: 
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1. http://www.inthehills.ca/2015/03/departments/seneca-ketchum/ 

2. History of Orangeville by Wayne Townsend 

3. Dictionary of Canadian Biography http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/ketchum_seneca_7E.html 

4. Ketchum Family History File 

5. Land Title Books – Orangeville and Mono Township 

 

 2.0.  GEORGE HANNAHSON 
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