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Be a Part of Protecting the Land You Love
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INVESTING IN THE 
FUTURE

Stewardship is 
taking Root

Habitat Restoration 
Services for Landowners 
information Session

Sat. Mar. 25, 9:30 a.m. to noon

Caledon Village Place
18313 Hurontario Street, Caledon

Having moved to their 33 acre property 11 
years ago, Ralph Sturgeon and Diane Robinson 
candidly admit they were apprehensive about 
working with CVC. The couple, however, was 
very interested in creating more wildlife 
habitat around their home so they attended 
an information session on CVC’s restoration  
programs. They liked what they heard because 
they went on to plant more than 1,700 trees 
in 2012. “Working with CVC was great and 
we are really happy that we decided to do it,”  
said Ralph.

Situated in the rolling hills of Hillsburgh, 
Ralph and Diane’s property has two ponds, a 

28-year-old plantation and a lot of lawn. “We 
wanted less grass and more trees,” said  
Diane. Having an older plantation on the  
property made it easy to imagine what their 
newly planted woodlot would look like. 

Ralph and Diane created their new forest by 
planting 1,500 evergreen seedlings and 250 
native trees and shrubs. “We love the variety 
of what was planted,” said Diane.

The couple diligently watered their new 
seedlings all through the drought of 2012. 
Considering how dry that summer was, the 
survival rate has been extraordinary. “Diane 

spent hours mowing between all the trees,” 
says Ralph. Mowing around newly planted 
seedlings in the first few years helps reduce 
competition for light and nutrients from other 
vegetation. It gives the newly planted trees an 
extra boost towards a robust life.

Ralph and Diane also learned that they qualified 
for the Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program 
(MFTIP). CVC prepared their Managed Forest 
Plan and the couple now benefits from a 75 per 
cent reduction on property taxes for the land 
under management.

“Even though we were hesitant at first, we’ve 
had a wonderful experience working with CVC,” 
said Ralph and Diane. 

CVC supports landowners like Ralph and  
Diane through the tree planting subsidy and 
the Landowner Action Fund. 

Register at creditvalleyca.ca/events

takes hard work and dedication 
by countryside stewards

IMPRoVE YoUR LanD anD WatER

•	 Subsidized tree planting
•	 Forest and grassland management
•	 Enhancing streams and  

wetlands for wildlife
•	 Invasive plant control
•	 Funding programs
•	 and more!



Mill Creek

Caledon Trib 1

Caledon Trib 2

U
pp

er

Monora

Middle MonoraLower Monora

Shaw's Creek

Caledon Creek

East Credit

West Credit

Credit River

Rogers Creek

Second Creek

Snow's Creek

Silver CreekBeeney Creek

Black Creek

Credit River

Fletcher's Creek

Churchville Trib

Springbrook Creek

Huttonville Creek

Levi Creek

Mullet Creek

Ca
ro

lyn
Cre

ek

Sawmill Creek

Loyalis t Creek

Avonhead Creek

Sheridan Creek

Turtle Creek

W

olfdale Creek

Mary Fix

Cooksville Creek

Applewood Creek

Credit River

Ca le don Trib 3

Birch w ood Creek

LAKE
    ONTARIO

The Landowner Action Fund helps landowners turn their 
stewardship ethic into action. To date and with the support of 

our municipal partners, CVC has provided over $100,000 to 
landowners to support projects such as septic system 

repairs, invasive plant control, streambank stabilization, 
pollinator patch creation, tree planting and more. 

our rural landowners are the stewards of 
roughly 638 square kilometres of land and 
water. This represents 67 per cent of the 
entire Credit River watershed. The collective 
impacts of their land management practices 
are significant. Thankfully, many are taking 

 steps to make that impact positive. Since 
2014, over 600 individuals have participated 

in workshops with CVC to learn about best 
management practices. in 2016 alone, CVC 

and rural landowners planted nearly 
55,000 trees and shrubs, managed 

59 acres for invasive species and 
prepared management plans 

for 200 acres of forests.

Farmers, naturalists and sportsman groups 
planted the seeds of stewardship in the 
early years of the last century. Their 
concern for the environment and 
their community eventually led 
to CVC’s creation in 1954. Since 
then, our understanding of good 
land stewardship practices has 
changed, but the guiding principles 
of stewardship remain the same.  
Stewardship is about how we value 
and care for the land and water 
around us. It’s also about putting 
those values into action by taking  
responsibility and looking after the en-
vironment on your own property and the  
broader landscape. 

As one of 36 conservation authorities across 
Ontario, CVC is investing in landowners who 
protect and enhance the countryside because 
we know they have a positive impact on the 
health of the Credit River watershed. 

over 70 stewardship projects have been  
completed since CVC launched the landowner 
action Fund in 2014. The fund provides grants and 
technical support to rural landowners across the 
Credit River watershed. It complements our long-
standing tree planting subsidies and Caring For Your 
Land and Water and Caring For Your Horse and Farm 
workshops. At these workshops, participants learn 
about the natural features on their property and how 
their property management decisions impact the 
health of the watershed. 
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STEWARDSHIP IS 
TAKING ROOT

THE CREDIT RIVER 
WATERSHED 

A watershed is an area of 
land that drains rain and 
snow melt to a river, lake 
or stream. It includes all the 
water, land, plants and animals 
within its borders.

continued...



Saturday Feb. 25 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Acton Arena and Community  
Centre, Halton Hills

LanDoWnER 
WoRkSHoPS

Caring For Your  
Land & Water 

Attract wildlife 
Grow a forest

Caring For Your  
Horse & Farm 

Manage manure 
Improve pasture quality 

For Rural Landowners: For Equine Owners: 

FREE
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Did You Know?
Blue feathers on a blue jay are not actually blue. They are really black. We see the 
colour blue because of the way light bounces off the grooves and ridges of the 
feather. It’s a structural colour instead of a colour produced by a pigment. Blue is 
rare in nature for this reason. The unique cellular structure reflects light in just the 
right way giving us the beautiful blue we see on blue jays.

CVC’s Jon Clayton, Aquatics Ecologist on the 
importance of groundwater to native fish

During the winter, water levels in rivers naturally decline as rain 
freezes into snow and builds up on the land. Native fish like 
brook trout and Atlantic salmon have adapted to survive Canadian  
winters by gathering in gravelly areas where groundwater bubbles 
up from deep below the stream bed. These spots are relatively warm; 
groundwater stays a constant five to eight degrees celsius year- 
round. During the fall, these fish spawn in these same areas to 

ensure their eggs are protected from freezing over the winter. If you see a frozen stream with a 
section of open water and steam rising above it, it is likely an area fed by groundwater.

After a summer drought like we had last year, groundwater 
levels take time to bounce back. This lag time extends into 
the following winter and can be particularly bad for river 
fish. Less groundwater means less warmth, putting fish 
eggs at risk of freezing and being destroyed. If water levels 
become extremely low, adult fish can get trapped in pools 
and become easy prey for predators like mink.

Conserving water year-round helps to maintain stream 
winter water levels, particularly as the impacts of climate change like drought increase.  

View water levels along the Credit River through CVC’s Real Time Monitoring webpage:   
creditvalleyca.ca/realtimemonitoring.

Nature provides us with many services 
that we depend on to grow food, access 
clean drinking water and protect our lives 
and properties from flooding. Thanks to the 
actions of many, we are making ecosystems 
more productive, providing better habitat for 
wildlife, protecting water quality and building 
resilience to climate change. 

Thank you to all the countryside stewards. It is 
truly inspiring to see stewardship taking root 
in the Credit River watershed.

Stewardship is Taking Root continued...

Photo by Rodney Campbell

CReate a Plan FoR youR PRoPeRty

Register at creditvalleyca.ca/events

gRantS
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are used by the plants. 
This is a symbiotic process 
where both the plant and 
soil microbes benefit from 
their relationship.

When carbon is placed into 
the soil through the hard 
work of plants and soil mi-
crobes, there is less in the air. This is a good 
thing. Too much atmospheric carbon dioxide 
leads to warmer global temperatures and  
unstable climatic conditions.

Increased carbon in soil also improves soil 
quality with benefits extending beyond crop 
yield. Soil high in carbon is dark, fluffy and 
cycles water effectively. It holds water during 
periods of drought and drains excess water 
during wet weather. Water infiltration is impor-
tant to recharge groundwater aquifers which 
many people depend on for their well water. 
When the water cycle functions well within 
soil, we have less risk of flooding and streams 
are better able to maintain flow during drought 
periods. Surface water quality is also improved 
because contaminants are held in the soil 
instead of flowing into water courses. 

Soil does more for us than just putting food in 
our stomachs. Soil protects the air and water 
around us. If you are interested in improving 
soil health on your farm, contact Mark Eastman, 
Senior Coordinator, Agricultural Outreach, at 
905-670-1615 ext. 430.

Farm Gate
SOIL: MORE THAN DIRT
Soil and the benefits it provides often go  
unnoticed. We all know that most of the food 
we eat is grown in or on soil, but have you 
ever thought about how soil can improve our 
air and water?

When crops or other plants grow, they  
remove carbon dioxide from the air. Most 
of this carbon is used to grow more leaves 
and flowers, but some of it leaves the roots 
in the form of a sticky substance called root  
exudates. Microbes living in the soil eat the 
sticky substance and through this process  
release nutrients into the soil, which in turn 

Register at: creditvalleyca.ca/events

Events are free unless otherwise indicated

Caring For Your Land and Water 
Workshop 
Saturday Feb. 25, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Acton Arena and Community Centre, 
Halton Hills

Caring For Your Horse and Farm 
Workshop  
Saturday Feb. 25, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Acton Arena and Community Centre, 
Halton Hills 

Habitat Restoration Services  
for Landowners 
Saturday Mar. 25, 9:30 a.m. to noon 
Caledon Village Place, Caledon

Caring For Your Land and Water 
Workshop
Wednesday May 24, 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Terra Cotta Conservation Area,  
Halton Hills

Funding in support of Credit Valley 
Conservation programs, workshops 
and events is generously provided by 
our regional and municipal partners.

Coming Events

CVC was established in 1954 with a mandate to protect natural resources in the Credit River 
watershed. We have been working for more than 60 years with our partner municipalities and 
stakeholders to build a thriving environment that protects, connects and sustains us.

GRantS FoR: 
Well abandonment and upgrades 

Tree planting • Cover crops  
and more

Contact CVC to help plan your project. 

creditvalleyca.ca/wrwqp

Funded by the County of Wellington

Wellington RuRal  
WateR Quality PRogRam


